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2. Relative Deprivation and the
Impetus to Violence

Our desires and pleasures spring fro
society; we measure them, therefore,
society and not hy the objects whi
serve for their satisfaction. Because the
are of a social nature, they are of a rel
tive nature.

Kar! Marx and Friedrich Enge
Wage Labor and Capit

BENEATH the complexity of human motivation neurophvsiologis
have identified two great “appetitive systems” that provide th
motivating feelings against which everything that happens to

is measured and judged. Stimulation of one of these systems pro-
vides our feelings of elation, satisfaction, and love. Stimulation
of the other leads to sensations of anxiety, terror, depression, and
rage. These feelings color our perceptions of the world and ener-
gize our actions. Learning is based on these appetitive system
first directly, then indirectly: we learn to do and to seek out thos
things that bring satisfaction, and to avoid those that have noxiou
effects.

Men’s circumstances change, however, and what they hav
learned does not always prove suitable for deriving satisfactions
from changed circumstances. “We become frustrated,” Cantn
writes, “when we sense a conflict between the significances we
bring to a situation and which have worked in the past but seem to
have no correspondence . . . to the emerging situation we face.
.. .7 This conflict or tension is fundamentally unpleasant: to be
avoided or overcome if possible: to be released in expressive,
“nonrealistic” ways if not. It is the fundamental source of both
innovation and destruction in human affairs. Why innovative be-
havior should occur in response to tension is clear enough: the
socialization process teaches men to learn to avoid unpleasant
stimuli, and only severe new conflicts are likely to paralyze the
adaptive capacities men acquire in that process. Destructive be-
havior may be explained by reference to another fundamental
property of the human organism: if men are exposed 0 noxious

' A Drief introduction to the neurophysiological literature, and an interpretation
of its implications for mativation generally, are provided by Hadley Cuntril, “Sentio,
ergo sum: "Motivation” Reconsidered,” Journal of Psychology, LXv {Junuary 1967),
91-107. The appetitive systems were located by neurophysiologists in the mid-
18505 and have been identified and studied in both man and other mammals.

*Cantril, p. 99.
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muli that they cannot avoid or overcome, thfey' have an innate
sposition to strike out at their sources. Striking out may (l)r
y not reduce the frustration, but it seems to be an lnhere_nt);
fying response to the tension built up through frustra.tg)n.
e desire to release tension is not the only source of aggression, 4
wever. Innovative responses to tensions may th'emselves'lm
de the resort to violence. Most important, the chmce' of t'actlc‘:al
“realistic’’ violence as an innovative response to tension 1s rein-
ced by the innate disposition to aggression freated l')y'tlle tgn-
n Distinctions between “realistic” and nonrealistic cT)'n—
or aggression thus may be analytically useful, but the pll){bl]()-
‘cal and psychological evidence suggests that elgments of t}e
er are almost always present” It is !ike!y to be absetnt only
ong those who are coerced into participation in collective con-

These principles operate in a wide range of inftlividua! beh;l'v'lori
luding the actions of those in rebellion against their PO lgca
munity. We need concepts and hypotheses' better suite '50
alyzing the social and psychological transactions tha;l provide
‘mpetus to political violence among member:? of a co ectlgl.ty.
tive deprivation” (RD) is the term used in the prece ing

T to denote the tension that develops from a d1s‘crepa‘ncy

en the “ought” and the “is” of CO“ECtiV(;: value f.ii?tlsf{:?ctl()‘l].

at disposes men to violence. The term's deﬁmtlon.m dis-

om its conventional sociological usage, buE not 50 dlfl:erel?t
warrant using a neologism like “cramp” or ’ exigency. This

er examines the RD concept and its subordmate‘ ?gllcepts:
es, value classes, value expectations, value capa.bllltn'es, and

e opportunities. The frustration-aggression relatlonshilp p}:f)—
the psychological dynamic for the propo.sed relatlons.lp
een intensity of deprivation and the potential 'for collective

nce; consequently it is examined in s0n1e.c?etall.'0tlmer con-

al interpretations of the impetus to political violence are

i roperties of frustration-induced aggression are ex:almm.sd and docu-
h':i gj;‘ﬁofm::l R F. (;/Iaier. Frustration: The Study ochhc{mo::W;th(c:m! a G:mi_
York: McCraw-Hill, 1948}, passim, and Lennz}‘rc_l Berkowitz, 'l:iheAdoz:.;Es ?n
ssive Drive: Suine Additional Considerations,” in Bf-:rknwﬂz. ed.. 1:;07—322
mental Psychology, Vol. 11 {(New Ym:k: Academic Pre]ss. 1965').{C T m'“;
ng others. Like the appetitive ﬁ;ystems. it appears to be characteristi |
o h;g};:;;;;dseirg:i‘;i‘cnaﬂ:egi‘;?l;le:n; attached to the distinction _between_ realistic
ealistic conflict by Lewis Coser. The Functi:ml_.s- of_ Soqal Conﬂu;f' (Nedw
e Free Press, 1956), 48-55 and passim. The distinction is ;01::‘11131% m:; e
ict theory, as pointed out by Raymond W. _Mack and Rll(]: ar jo ::!);le(:}
nalysis of Social Conflict: Toward an Overview and Synthesis,” fou
ict Resolution, 1 {June 1957), 221-248.
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related to the relative deprivation model
dissonance, anomie, and social conflict. Finally three patte

of disequilibrium between value expectations and value capabi
ties are proposed to facilitate dynamic analysis.

» including notions

Relative Deprivation Defined

Hypothesis V.1: The potential for collective violence van
strongly with' the intensity and scope of relative deprivati
among members of a collectivity.

 Relative deprivation (RD) is defined as actors’ perception
Idiscrepancy between their value expectations and their value cap
I bilities. Value expectations are the goods and conditions of Iif
lto which people believe they are rightfully entitled. Value capa
bilities are the goods and conditions they think they are capabl
of getting and keeping. (These concepts are more precisely define
below.) The emphasis of the hypothesis is on the perception o
deprivation; people may be subjectively deprived with referenc
to their expectations even though an ohjective observer migh
uot judge them to be in want, Similarly, the existence of wh
the observer judges to be abject poverty or “absolute deprivation’
is not necessarily thought to be unjust or irremediable Ly those
who experience it. As Runciman puts it, “if people have no reaso
to expect or hope for more than they can achieve, they will be less
discontented with what they have, or even grateful simply to be
able to hold on to it.” s The concept of RD was first used systemati-
cally in the 1940s by the authors of The American Soldier to denot
the feelings of an individual who lacks some status or condition
that he thinks he should have, his standards of what he shoul
have generally being determined by reference to what some other
person or groups has.® The concept is widely used in
research, where it is usually assumed for operational purposes that
value standards are set by reference to some group or status with
which an individual does or is thought to identify.? [t is more gen-

sociological

*W. G. Runciinan, Relative Deprivation gnd
of California Press, 1968), 9.

“See note 27, chap. 1.

"See for instance Runciman, 11 f: David F. Aberle, “A N
tion Theory,” in Sylvia L, Thrupp, ed., Millennia! Dreams in Action: Essays in
Comparative Study (The Hague: Mowton, 1962), 209-214; Gordon Rose, “Anomie
and Deviation: A Conceptual Framework for Empirical Studies,™ British Journal
of Seciology, xvit (March 1966), 29-45; Peter Townsend, ""The Meanings of Pov-
erty,” British Journal of Sociology, xni {September 1962), 210-227; and the status-
inconsistency literature begivming with Gerhard Lenski, “Status Crystallization;

A Non-Vertical Dimension of Social Status,” American Sociological Review, xix
(August 1954), 405-413,
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Iy recognized, however, that value standards can.have otha(;:;
’ An i div’idual’s point of reference may be his owil pd
u::lci?.is(.m znl::b'stract ideal, or the stam(ilarﬁds artlculatzdhlz : ;zk:;

% a “refer nce group.” The definition used h makes
v;:ilulis;);m::fz;ﬁ)utetigw sources of v‘z‘llue exl?ectagfox.u;, ;tm;;
ilar to Aberle’s deﬁnitiqn of R(ll)aziualilit;]?'gﬂatlve iscrep

Tues legltitllfl“a:fe:i’:'gflctte‘:'t:;]t]ss, ?)Ill)jects, and conditions f.b'r whif:h
alue‘? ot Tl:i: values most relevant to a theory of political vio-
e Strlthllme general categories of conditions value‘d }Jy ‘n;anly meSn:
ntcti::(e; idiosyncratically sought by par.tiCUlar lrdlwdu:]:ti‘:;goi:
ological terms, values are the goal objects of -stZeds” v “in:
ably attributable to or derived from basic o o o
prescl;:n T)l,}ere have been innumerable attefmpts to (;S:,,n ;,f and
orize o ” or “values” for purposes
elgmjlﬁ lfii(ll(s),gicalg(;ﬂfl’ political analysis. FTEli‘d .postulateé.ﬁ
e ba ,'S:) d Ero,s- Henry Murray listed 12 “viscerogenic
? bf‘lSI_C l;]ee ’nic" l;eeds."‘ Three influential and reasonably
‘28 P?:sc l?sgtt: are summarized in table 1 and related tolonse
SLmonK) three-fold categorization that includes welfure values,
\ e:.mlues and interpersonal values is_ used here..Ther(;} 112 no
wjrf orig;na]ity in such a scheme; it is a composite :ylf) tgz;
pres:ﬂ)lr}ting values coman to other schemes and relevan
eg?n?':lsvzgti::liigvfhgse that contribute directly t(.) p;hysnc:]islﬂ
ellii::‘iﬂg and self-realization. Thgy include tIhe. })hi/s;zs:nfit:s _i
vlife—food, shelter, health services, ‘and D(\ly:rll(::] e
the e rcliane C’fl l’hys;:;‘l rztf}erred to helow as
0 tWO Cciaiz‘;aiiuzii?iznv‘\"alizis. Self-actualization va]ue(si
"(l?:’“_fv iﬂ mental to the attainment of other welfare va!ues1 elm
) versn llel‘ide from this, however, Maslow and Dav1fes .mve;
% VETSZI-_ . ively that “self-actualization” is an c?nfl in 1ts.el
ued PeTbUa-Sl );ake intrinsic satisfaction in exercising our 'm-
" oots 1 nc‘ie:)lt.lrwlfands.” Power values are those that determ.mg
e:}t(ie?‘:t] to which men can influence the flctiOns (.)f- othe;)so::’ner
id unwanted interference by others i'n their olwnl a‘citmtr;]s; Fower
ues especially salient for political violence include §

#Aberle, 209.
Following the
ty: A Framework for Po

M d 5 a L . d 5. i mn I ics
o Summ-m'ly Ilsted and dlscussed in J' mnes C Davies Hllﬂl(”l Nature in Polit

w York: Wiley, 1463). .
" Maslow, passim; Davies, 53-60.

am Kaplan, Power and So-
G4 arald Lasswell and Abraham : . k
 fout O{it}ifl;:liolr(um?ry (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1950),
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TABLE 1
Four Lists of Value Categories
Runciman's
Lasswell and Dimensions of
Maslow's Need Kaplan’s Socigl Compaosite
Hierarchy " Values® Inequality " Typology
WELFARE VALUES
Physical Well-being, Economic class
wealth Welfare valnes
Self-actual- Skill, enlight- - gliare values
ization enment
DEFERENCE VALUES
Safety, order Power Power Pawer values
Love, belong- Affection -
ingness Interpersonal
Self-esteem Respect Status values
Rectitude -

“A. H. Maslow. “A Theory of Human Motivation,” Psychological Review, L
{1943), 370-396, summarized and discussed in James C. Davies, Human Nature
in Politics: The Dynamics of Political Behavior {(New York: Wiley, 1963}, 8-63.
Maslow postulates a hierarchy amoug needs: safety and order needs will not emerge
until physical needs are satisfied, love needs emerge only after safety needs are
satisfied, etc. The needs are listed here in Maslow’s proposed order with the ex-

ception of self-actualization, which he suggests emerges after love needs are
satisfied.

* Power and Society, 55-56.

fRelative Deprivation, chap. 3. Runciman does not treat these explicitly as
values or needs but as conditions that groups have in varying degrees, and with
respect to which people judge their relative satisfaction or deprivation.

1t0 participate in collective decision-making—to vote, to take
part in political competition, to become a member of the political
elite—and the related desires_for self-determination and security,
for example freedom from oppressive political regulation or from
disorder. These two classes of power values are referred to below
as participation and security values. Interpersonal values are the
psychological satisfactions we seek in nonauthoritative interac-
tion with other individuals and groups. These values include the
desire for status, i.e., occupancy of a generally recognized role by
Rviltue of which we are granted some measure of prestige by
those with whom we interact; the related need to participate in
stable, supportive groups—family, community, asso&iations—
that provide companionship and affection: and the sense of cer
tainty that derives from-shared adherence to beliefs about the
nature of society and one’s place in it, and to norms governing
social interaction. These three classes of interpersonal values
are labeled status, communality, and ideational coherence.

2t

ined. Value expectations re nd 0
?itit;l)l:les Men ordinarily expect to keep what they have; they also

* enerally have a set of expectations an

what they have at present. I

RELATIVE DEPRIVATION AND THE IMPETUS TO ViULREDGE

I li Udlue ex,) Ctatlo’l-s ol a 0] vl are t vera Vallle
leCtl ty 1 l]e a ge
€ -1 f C y

iti ich i ; believe they
ositions to which its members e e ally

: ition is the amount or level o
e e expecta fer to both present and future con-

d demands about what they

than
i which is usually as much or more

hould have the futvre: t is important to note that value ex-
justi ns,
ctations are defined with reference to Ju:st:ﬁable value po::tt]lt(; ns
peeam‘ng what men believe they are entitled tow glfett (;1;1 glwmne;
ot merely what they fai ntly hope to attain Hoselitz d Willner

ake a precisely comparable distinction between exp

d aspiration:

Expectations are a manifestation of the preva1]1n‘:g nwolr]x:tsh s:t :x)-'
the immediate social and cultural env1r0nn?en. rether o
- d in economic or social terms, the basis upon wiich ne
pfe§St_3d "11 forms his expectations is the sense of what is r1gb
lfllll?llV10£2d to him. The source of that sense of rightn.esslmayas::
wh:t his ancestors have enjgyed, whaF he hats l:]a(iinlr:et] ;30[; t(;
hat tradition aseribes to him, and his positic relaion
that ¢ others in the society Aspirations, on the other ad,
tr}(:?Jtre(;ent that which he would like to have but has not neces

: 12
sarily had or considered his due.

The value capabilities of a collectivity are theblaverfairgl(teta\:zllzz
sitions its members perceive themselves cagathe ores«ent une
maintaining. Value capabilities also have. .Obi]itli)es ent and
ture connotations. In the preseut, value ‘[c;llpato e [er
nted by what men have actually bee'n able tain or have
Seen provided by their environment: thei L'mlue po“mtl(z?l.] | nthBir
ture, value capabilities are what men bellfet\:'e thex;ri] " &],em i
ellows, and their rulers will, in the course 0 1211&‘1, Pt B stimenish
cep 0; attain: their value potential. It is possi sle 0" stinguish
etween perceived and actual value potentlal:l ment.saﬁalgreater
attaining their value expectations may be su )stfltnils );rcewe(i
less than they believe them to be. Howe\:'er, ;t i :])50 e
alue potential that determines present l.)eha\;)l;)l Tl also et
that perceived value potential is considera ly O P onsess
than present value position 1n determining m“(r)f D vy
eir «capabilities. The attained value posibons

d Anu Willner, “Econenuc Development, Political Strategies,

I;B:r:e?ig:ﬁ";zi:{} in Marton A. Kaplan, ed , The Revolution in World Politics
an s

(New York: wiley, 1962), 363. ”7
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be quite low with respect to value expectations, but perceived
deprivation and manifestations of discontent will tend to be low
to the extent that potential is perceived to be high. The obverse
relationship characterizes some prerevolutionary societies: at-
tained value positions appear relatively high with respect to value
expectations, but the poteutial for increasing or even maintaining
value positions is perceived to be declining. These assertions are
documented in the following chapters.

The courses of action people have available to them for attain-
ing or maintaining their desired value positions are their value
opportunities, three types of which can be distinguished: personal,
societal, and political, Personal opportunities are individuals’ in-
herited and acquired capacities for value-enhancing action. In-
herited capacities are normally distributed in most collectivities
and thus have little relevance to a theory of collective violence.
The technical skills and general knowledge acquired through
edncation, however, can greatly increase men’s sense of personal
competence, particularly in improving their material value posi-
tions. Societal opportunities are the normal courses of action
available to members of a collectivity for direct value-enhancing
action. Societal opportunities for economic value attainment in-
clude the range and number of remunerative occupations, the ease
of access to those occupations, and the economic resources avail-
able to compensate those engaged. Participation values can he
attained through routinized channels for political participation
and recruitment to the political elite; the attainment of security
values is largely a function of the capacity of the political system
for simultaneously minimizing detailed regulation of human
activity and maintaining internal order. Interpersonal values are
enhanced to the extent that familial and communal life is free
from external disruption, and to the extent that there are generally
accepted norms on the basis of which status and respect are ac-
corded in interpersonal relations, Political opportunities are the
normal conrses of action available to members of a collectivity
for inducing others to provide them with value satisfactions,
Political opportunities refer to political actions as means rather
than ends; opportunities for political participation as an end in
itself are comprised under societal value opportunities. Fhe same
procedures and institutions that provide the latter usually also
provide the means by which collectivities can demand welfare
and power benefits from a government. There are other kinds of
opportunities that are “political” in the sense intended here,
including collective bargaining procedures by which workers can
demand greater welfare henefits from their employers, and as-

2¢

RELATIVE DEPRIVATION AND THE IMPETUS TO VIOLENCE

igned to increase
iati activity by subcultural gronps designe
soctatlanal B e with members of other groups.

i 5" s i aling
eir members’ status 1n dea | :
The scope of RD is its prevalence with respect to each class of

ues among the members of a collectivity. Some deprivta.ttloniz
are characteristic of some members of all g.ru]ups. ]DtEDtl}l]Va é(;:ent
isposition to collective viclence to the ~
relevant ta the disposition ; to, extent
] ! scontented about the same things.
that many people feel discon . things. Vnex
[jvati such as failure to obtain an exp
cted personal deprivations suc e to obtain
romotilou or the infidelity of a spouse ordma.rlly affect lf;e‘:ll])t(;o;::g
i ime : therefore narrow in scope.
any given time and are . ; o ey
itions li ression of a political party.
atterns of conditions like the supp ’ litical party
ic i i 3 }ine of a group’s status reiative
drastic inflation, or the dec a status re e e
enc : : i to precipitate feelings o
ference group are likely ings of amoré
FC jes of le and are wide in scope.
hole groups or categories of peop ' pe. Aber s
i izes i : lled scope into two genera §
ichotomizes what is here ca eneral ¢ of
eprivations, those that are person:ﬂ and thost‘e that a.:istg S?::,):]l:l T)e
i X is ded as a continuum:
eriences.”* Scope is better regar inu *
ossible to identify, for example by survey technl.ques, t}xle Pr{)p::‘ :
‘on of people in any collectivity that feels deprived with resp
any specified class of values. o .
Th); ihtensity of RD is the extent of neggtw!e afflect t:::;so ;iisi:-
ith i -cepti - in other words the sharp
ated with its perception, or in O the sharpr :
ontent or anger to which it gives rise. Buncm'mn sn:ﬂar!zl s\gi?rls]
“ ” of ivation. defined as “the intensity with
f the “degree” of deprivation, : nsil  which
it is felt.” 3 ike sc is subject to direct emp
it is felt.” " Intensity, like scope, ’ Irect empires
an i intensity of men’s feelings
sessment: one can infer the in , -
i i i ‘ojecti d content analytic techmiques,
sing Interview, projective, an : e aber of
: er it is possible to specily
ong others.'” Moreover 1 cclfy & DU b
i ions and value capabilities tha
operties of value expectations ‘ wpabilities that 1ere8e
or ] ¢ and i sity of deprivation, and thatca
of decrease the scope and intensi e can be
i i .essarily relying on survey techniques.
examined without necessarily rel . ues _
eterminants of the scope and intensity of RD are examined in
e following chapter. '
Potential for collective violence, the depe:.nder}t :larfliablg of ?1::
ypothesis stated at the outset of this section, 15 1;3 neofa; o
& i i the disposition among menibers
scope and intensity of ‘ " members ol 8 el
ivi : i tion against others. I‘or many
ectivity to take violent ac an care
i iz ted as a hypothetical cons X
urvoses this potential may be treat | ‘
l;di?sposition to act inferred to exist in the minds of many members

L

B Aherle, 210.

" stman, 10. ) o . ed in
ul(?‘)ltl.:.‘:B;l:ppriate interviewing technique, the self-anc.lmn!ngk 's;;\atlfg;‘el; l{;niver—-
Hadley Cantril, The Pattern of Human Concerns {(New Brunswick: :

sity Press, 1965). 2
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of a collectivity but measured only i i
the intensity and scope of RD Y v O‘f " amecedents,
. . » Or in terms of its ¢
{)}:ee al;ligst;;téui:oof (:i(?llectwe violence. If it could no;) 2?)?1?:2?\?21?1?
Dothaesse m rte t}:rectly there would be no point in stating hy-
s interlu;it e o(;ll?f testable hypothesis would be that the
e e Intens .ylelm scope of relative deprivation, the greater
Etomanitude o co ectl_ve violence. In principle, however, the
potential fo i;:ot]<=.-ctlv"e wol'ence can be independently asse;sed
b o whetl]:erutle of interview techniques that speciﬁcall);
Tt T € et - fey are. prepared to participate in a riot, or
bivalent stimuli. oTﬁ:;]:c:ezlhor:?(;]lt Se“timell)“s o e to am,
t uli. 1 1es can be used in

?,: lil;:)li :;;)ry sltulat:_ons: They_also can be and have been it;‘lll:lt;tzg
i Amer?c(;l:]l; zllll)ons. L().uls .H'arris, for example, has polled
plack A constmcta (?ut ;heru' w1I]1n.gness to riot.’ It also is pos-
e Lo Comatruct 51m1? ation studies of prerevolutionary situa-
eloneg Scl,w::-t ;‘i:pg?sjs d(l)f plefilers,f an approach being de-

velo ' . versity o ;
Jtzitlfy.treat%ng potential for collectivg viol:ﬂgtraozcshzsc:ss;:ls _tO
vening variable between deprivation-induced discontent a]nnc;

[)Olltl Vi I NCE athe th y y | H =
Ca] oLe s I I arl as a er ] QO e' 1C y
as n e h ) th al dnd s5u

The Sources of Aggression '

Psychological theories about the origins of hu
) ' the oo unan ga, i
ng:;?ii:]? bg:}::)vllmt mlotl.vahonal .explanation for the f)%(r)is(igg
There is & varicty of theoretical wntigs o (o Ceoive violence.
€ va ¢ ritings on this question
gi yl:hs(ﬁs;lc!:[n‘\:f}’, SO.l-ne"Of it based on empirical ?esearch.’ Ssg::-::
pyehe disregardeflo-] tlels about the sources of aggressive behavior
o oo garde r: t1fe outset. There is little support for pseudo-
P oosic dev-.e t1‘0nfé; tbat most or all revolutionaries or con-
o e fants, oolb,_or the maladjusted.” Psychodynamic
ions of the “revolutionary personality’ may be useful for

"William Brink and Loui i
. vis Harris, Black Yhite:
Attitudes Today (New York: Simon and Sghusf:rc.i l‘gé;;ezé‘:i Study of U.S. Racial

7 Davi oy 1ees

ek g;:ngfc‘};\v’v;r;fi,O ].-"ol;‘t'acal Aliena}fion: A Preliminary Experiment on the P

gy of Reve n's First Stage,” paper read at the A | n the Psy-
oL o ltrmiil Science Association (1967) nnual Meeting of the
_Portions of this section first appeared i 1 “

Gll\;lée\; u;lence, “]/orld Polities, Xx (januar)]:jlggg) 22?‘25?”'10]0!;%81 Factors in

1 i " fogy of the

Sopspe for :::hmri E(‘Sléu):t thfz'eri On the Psychology of the Modern Revolution.”

useful The True’B 1i ptember 1943}, 320-336; portions of Eric Hoffer" :, N “-“]‘.

e e T ang gzﬁ:k’ll'}jotghta on tl:le Nature of Mass Movements (SN!:eew"er :\)’
! \ i . Goods ; oup

d Erat (New Yuork: The Viking Press,pf-‘;ﬁé).The Conspirators: A Study of the Coup

gy
[ART)
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microanalysis of particular events, but contribute relatively little
to general theories of collective action.*® Aggression-prone victims
of maladaptive socialization processes are found in every society,
d among the actors in most outbreaks of political violence,
but they are much more likely to be mobilized by strife than to
constitute it in its entirety. Nor can a general theory of political
strife be based solely on culturally specific theories of modal
personality traits, though it should take account of their effects
(discussed in chapter 6). The most generally relevant psychologi-
cal theories are those that deal with the sources and characteristics
of aggression in all men, regardless of culture. Such psychological
theory provides a motivational base for theory about political
olence and provides a means for identifying and specifying the
operation of some explanatory variables.
There are three distinguishable psychological assumptions about
e generic sources of human aggression: that aggression is solely
‘nstinctive, that it is solely learned, or that it is an innate response
ctivitated by frustration.* One or another of these is implicit in
most theoretical approaches to civil strife that have no explicit
motivational base. The instinct theories of aggression, represented
among others by Freud’s qualified attribution of the impulse to
destructiveness to a death instinct and by Lorenz’s view of aggres-
sion as a survival-enhancing instinct, assuine that most or all men
have within them an autonomous source of aggressive impulses,
a drive to aggress that, in Lorenz's words, exhibits “irresistible
outbreaks which recur with rhythmical regularity.” * Although
there is no definitive support for this assumption, its advocates,
including Freud and Lorenz, have often applied it to the explana-
tion of collective as well as individual aggression.*® The assump-

2 A recent study of this type is E. Victor Wolfenstein, The Bevolutionary Per-
sonality: Lenin, Trotsky, Candhi (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967).

21 A threat-aggression sequence is discussed helow.

2 ¥onard Lorenz, On Aggression (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World. 1966),
lhap. 4, quotation from xii, The aggressive instinet in animals and man is said ordi-
arily to be triggered by the presence or approach of another creature. In the absence

of such an activator, hawever, aggression will occur spontaneously. Such assertions
are supported by somewhat idiusyncratic observational reports on animal behavior,

#gee for example Sigmund Freud, Civilization «nd [ts Discontents, trans. Joan

Riviere (London: The Hogarth Press, 1930)% Lorenz, chaps. 13, 14, and Franz
Alexander, “The Psychiatric Aspects of War and Peace,” American Journal of So-
ciology, LXv1 (1841), 504-520. Freud's instinctual interpretation of aggression is
advanced in his later works; his early view was that aggression is a response to frus-
tration of pleasure-seeking behavior. For reviews and critiques of other instinct
theories of aggression see Leonard Berkowitz, Aggression: A Social Psychological
Analysis (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1962), chap. 1, and Ralph L. Holloway, Jr.,
“Human Aggression: The Need for a Species-Specific Framework,” in Morton
Fried and othess, eds., War: The Anthropology of Armed Conflict and Aggression
(Garden City, New York: Natural History Press, 1968), 20-48.
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tion is evident in Hobbes’ characterization of man in the state of
nature, and perhaps implicit in Nieburg’s recent concern for “the

people’s capability for outraged, uncontrolled, bitter, and blood,

violence,” ** but plays no significant role in contemporary theories

of civil strife.

Just the opposite assumption, that aggressive behavior s solely
or primarily learned, characterizes the work of some child and so-
cial psychologists, whose evidence indicates that some aggressive
behaviors are learned and used strategically in the service of par-
ticular goals — aggression by children and adolescents to secure at-
tention, by adults to express dominance strivi ngs, by groups in com-
petition for scarce values, by military personnel in the service of
national policy.® This assumption, that violence is a learned re-
sponse, rationalistically chosen and dispassionately employed, is
common to a number of recent theoretical approaches to collective
conflict. Among theorists of revolution, Johnson repeatedly, though
not consistently, speaks of civil violence ag “purposive,” as “forms
of behavior intended to disorient the behavior of others, thereby
bringing about the demise of a hated social system,” 2 Timasheff
regards revolution as a “residual” event, an expedient “resorted
to when other ways of overcoming tensions have failed.” ** Mor-
rison attributes rural discontent and strife in developing nations
to “relative deprivation,” defined as it is here, but he explicitly
assumes rationality in the behavior of the deprived when he hypoth-
esizes that “all attempts to reduce discontent are selected on the
basis of the actor’s perception of the probability of the attempt’s re-
ducing the discontent.” 2 Parsons attempts to it political violence
into the framework of social interaction theory, treating the resort

to force as a way of acting chosen by the actor(s) for purposes of
deterrence, punishment, or symbolic demonstration of capacity to
act,® Schelling represents those conflict theorists who explicitly

* H. L. Nieburg, “The Threat of Violence and Social Change,” American Political
Science Review, LvI (December 1962), 870.

% A characteristic study is Albert Bandura and Richard H. Walters, Social Learning
and Personality Development (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963).

* Chalmers Johnson, Revolutionary Change (Boston: Little, Brown, 1966), 12,
13, italics added.

*7 Nicholas S. Timasheff, War and Revolution (New Yark: Sheed and Ward, 1965),
154,

* Denton E. Morrison, “Relative Deprivation and Rural Discontent in Develop-
ing Countries: A Theoretical Proposal,” paper read at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (1966), 6.

* Talcott Parsons, “"Some Reflections on the Place of Force in Social Process,”

in Harry Eckstein, ed., Internal War- Problems and Approaches (New York: The
Free Press, 1964), 34-35.
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aracteristics: it tends to be fixed and compulsive; it is not neces-
ly deterred by punishment, which may instead increase the
ee of frustration; it takes the form most readily available,
ttle influenced by anticipated consequences; and it is satisfying
itself ¥ Furthermore the original goal which suffered frustra-
may become largely irrelevant to behavior. “Aggression then
mes a function of the frustration, the previously existing goal
onse having been replaced by behavior which is controlled
an entirely different process.” ™
e threat-aggression sequence is another behavioral mecha-
sm that a number of psychologists have argued is as fundamental,
ot as common, as the frustration-aggression relationship. Clin-
and observational evidence suggests that the greater the per- \
‘ved threat to life, the greater the violent response. According
Wedge, “When the value directly at stake is life, violent response

as reaction to fear rather than expression of anger.” ® Sur-
on Japanese, German, and English

1d War 11 show that heavy bomb-

s—including those of Hiroshima and Nagasaki—first produced
te fear, not anger, but also generally led to increased hostility
ard both the enemy and the government that failed to prevent
bombings.** Experiments with animals provide substantiating
dence: events that immediately and actively threaten the con-

ued existence of the organism trigger avoidance-survival mech-
sms, which can include extraordinarily violent behavior. The
reat-aggression seguence can be interpreted as a special case of

e frustration-aggression relationship, as Berkowitz does. A
eat to life is an anticipated frustration; as the degree of threat
creases, fear and anger rise simultaneously, and the extent to
ich fear predominates may be “a function of the individual’s
rceived power to control or hurt his frustrater relative to the
strater’s power to control or harm him.” ¥ It nonetheless seems
ely that people have a fundamental disposition to respond ag-

urs
s of the effects of bombing

‘lian populations during Wor

24-30, 36-56.

3 Maier, 92-115, 159-161; also see Yates,
jon in Social Movements,” Psycho-

53 Norman R. F. Maier, “The Role of Frustrat
Review, Lxix {(November 1942), 587.
Bryant Wedge, “Ihe Case Study of Student Political Viol
the Dominican Republic, 1965, World Politics, xx1 (January 1969),
so see Jerome Frank, Sanity and Survival: Psychological Aspects of

ace (New Yark: Vintage Books, 1968}, 75.
1. L. Janis, Air War and Emotional Stress; Psychologica! Studies of Bombing
Civilian Defense (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1951%,4-152. Comparable reactions

e been vbserved in many disaster studies. See for example George W. Baker
Dwight W. Chapman, eds., Man and Society in Disaster (New York: Basic

ks, 1962).
| Berkowitz, Aggression, 42-46, guotation from 45.
a5

ence: Brazil, 1964,
195-196.
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El‘edsslwely- to extreme fear itself; if so, the response can reinfore
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T P r
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y expectations of gain. The anger induced

frustration, however, is a motivating force that disposes men to

ession, irrespective of its instrumentalities. 1f frustrations are
ciently prolonged or sharply felt, aggression is quite likely,
not certain, to occur. To conclude that the relationship is not rele-
t to individual or collective violence is akin to the assertion that
law of gravitation is irrelevant to the theory of flight because
everything that goes up falls back to earth in accord with the

ic gravitational principle. The frustration-aggression mechanism

in this sense analogous to the law of gravity: men who are frus-
ed have an innate disposition to do violence to its source in
proportion to the intensity of their frustration, just as objects are
acted to one another in direct proportion to their relative masses

d inverse proportion to their distance. A number of other vari;
les influence the behavior of men, and of objects, in such cir-
mstances: for men, their beliefs, inhibitions, and social environt
ment; for objects in a gravitational field, their energies, configura-
n, and the properties of the medium in which they are gituated.
t it seems even less feasible to account for political violence
‘thout reference to the properties of men that dispose them to
olence than it is to construct a theory of flight without refer-
ce to the law of gravitation. On earth, gravity can be assumed a

nstant; among men, levels of frustration vary greatly.

ome men is motivated b

elative Deprivation and Analogous Causes of
litical Yiolence
Relative deprivation, defined as perceived discrepancy be-
een value expectations and value capabilities, is sufficiently
neral to comprise or be related to most of the general “precondi-
ons of revolution” identified in other theoretical analyses. Some
these conceptual relationships are examined here, not to demon-
ate that RD is someliow a “correct” concept and that others are
ot, but to show that in addition to its relatively clear definition
can synthesize diverse other notions.
For Aristotle the principal cause of revolution is the aspiration
r economic or political equality on the part of the common people
ho lack it, and the aspiration of oligarchs for greater inequality
an they have, i.e. a discrepancy in both instances between what
people have of political and economic goods relative to what they
‘nk issjustly theirs.® Edwards, writing some twenty-three cen-
ries later, asserts that all revolutions are due to “‘repression of

3 The Politics of Aristotle, trans. . E. C. welldon (New York: Macmillan, 1883,
), 338-342,
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elem i »
POerﬁ::z:?ltowtl}?:ZS and tfhat the violence of any revolution is pro-
o “balked dioiree ot such repression, The sense of repression
their legitimatp o develops when “people come to feel that’
)veﬂed, that th:'rasp”‘atllons and ideas are being repressed or per-
b indorad ir entirely proper desires and ambitions are bein
e rand l:l;warted. - .. " Pettee’s concept of “cramp§
that Sat?sfaecst?m t—‘;s B]?. Peo_ple feel “cramped” when they find
e Wi&n 5} dthen‘ basic needs for liberty and security is
sary and avoidé}:]n }:noreover_ regard this repression as unneces-
when the preat me., rence unJustl‘ﬁed_ “A revolution takes place
b ajority of the society feel cramped beyond toler-
Analogo
well ang ;Zpﬁgzcet[;:tsbare use‘d' by contemporary theorists. Lass-
between expectatia 1 U:f Dol‘l‘tlcal instability to the discrepancy
for the mass. Onlst o the “degree of . . . realization of value
between va]ue. -(-) " is a low degree of realization — disparity
which is st l; sition and yalue demanded and expected —
activity, includi irectly t?ffechve."“" Zollschan argues that all
deﬁned’ as “a cll?g revolutionary activity, begins with “exigency,”
or unconsciousl Sgrel?an&:y (for 2 person) between a COHSCiOUSf)’
situation.” ¥ B gth e;;retheosl;eetzeﬂedt state of affairs and an actual
R oncepts m ,
tSit:::lZSd (I'Jli: :Emd of rE:'volutional'y actgrs, asal;i ?li::u:;l:]tégg:s 2:13:1“
tioms in ide?]g;e?edlng“pgragrg.gh.]ohnson makes no such assumg.
sary precondit‘ymgfa dlSBQUl.llbl'ated social system” as a neces-
analytic conceu;n or rew.)lutlor?, which is explicitly a macro-
analysis bI;- It:].lma'mfestatlons at the individual level of
constitutes :d' rea‘l y interpreted in terms of RD, however: it
lootively tl1eil~1s“cr.?:lpancy betwee’r’u men’s value expectations (c'ol-
those val’ues (colra o ?tructures ) and their means for attaining
tion to the enﬂrs::]tl;ve {”’ the S(')cial system’s “pattern of adapta-
requisites’”).4 ent” and its capacity to “fulfill functional
tiosn(’)’mti ti'l:grr:stes ?I;,hc{tly use the terms “frustration” or “depriva-
tributes revol nt the impetus to collective violence. Davies at-
volutionary outbreaks to the frustration which results

“ Lyford P, Edwards, Th
. : » e N Hi. .
Chicago Press, 1927), 3-4, 30 gf;f”" istory of Revolution (Chicago: University of

14

¥ George S, Pettee, T} ) .
quotation from 33. The Process of Revolution (New York: Harper, 1938), chap. 2

* Lasswell and Kaplan, 264.

" George K. Zollschan
. and Walt Fr. .
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1964), xi:’l'égwh. eds., Explorations in Social Change

4
Jnhnson, chap. 5. For a similar i i
Behavior (New York: The Free Prea::,l]ly .‘jflisii;ezhlzzg JZ S:;nelser, Theory of Collective
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m a short-term decline in achievement following a long-term
ncrease that generated expectations about continuing increase.®
rmer similarly describes the gap between what people want and
at they get as “frustrating” and suggests revolutionary conse-
ences. “The spread of frustration in areas developing less rapidly
their people wish can be seen as the outcome of a deep im-
ance between achievement and aspiration . . . aspiration out-

s achievement so far that many peoble, even if they are making
me progress toward their goal, are dissatisfied because they get
so much less than they want.” ** Crozier says that the one element
mmon to all rebels is frustration, defined as “the inahility to do
mething one badly wants to do, through circumstances beyond
's control.”® The Feierabends associate political instability

“th aggressive behavior, which is said to vary with the extent ot

ystemic frustration.” The extent of systemic frustration is the.
‘o of social want satisfaction to social want fornation, or, in RD

s, the discrepancy between present value position and value

ectations.®
Relative deprivation is related to frust
‘ed to the explanation of suicide rates.
nding their distinction between expectations an

deprivation with the potential for revolution.

ration by Coser, and ap-
8 Hoselitz and Willner,
d aspirations,

Unrealized aspirations produce feelings of disappointment,

but unrealized expectations result in feelings of deprivation.
Disappointment is generally tolerable; deprivation is often in-
stolerable. The deprived individual feels impelled to remedy

y whatever means are available, the material and psychic frus-
ations produced in him. Whereas disappointment may breed
he seeds of incipient revolution, deprivation serves as a catalystf

r revolutionary action.™

ames C. Davies, “Toward a Theory of Revolution,’
Davies thesis 15 also used by Raymond

w, xxviI {February 1962}, 5-19. The
ter and Manus Midlarsky, “A Theory of Revolution,” Journal of Conflict Reso-
n, X1 (September 1967), 264-280, who characterize the discrepancy as a “rev-

lutonary gap.”
Daniel Lerper, “Toward a Communication Theory of Modernization: A Set of
psiderations,” in Lucian W. Pye, ed., Communications and Political Develop-
{Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1963), 327-350, guotations from 330-

" Americun Sociological

8 Brian Crozier, The Rebels: A Study of Post-War Insurrections (Londen: Chatto
Windus, 1960), 15-16.
Ivo K. and Rosalind L. Feierabend,
8-1962; A Cross-National Study,” Journa
), 250-251,
w3 wwis A. Coser, Continuities in the Study of Social Conflict (New York: The
e Press, 1967), 56-62.
s Hoselitz and Willner, 363.

“Aggressive Behaviors Within Polities,
I of Conflict Resolution, X {September
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The anthropological literature on American Indian response to
white conquest also makes use of the deprivation concept. Nash,
for example. shows how deprivation may occur either through
acceptance or rejection by Indians of white values and skills,
and proposes that the aggressive components in Indian revivalism
are a response to that deprivation.® Geschwender attributes the
American Negro revolt of the 1960s to “relative deprivation,” de-
fined in its conventional sociological sense of status discrepancy
vis-i-vis a reference group.® Galtung, although he does not use
the concept of relative deprivation per se, attributes aggression
within and among societies to status discrepancy, or “‘rank dis-
equilibrium,” in what is essentially a generalized rephrasing of
the Aristotelian thesis with which this catalog of concepts began.
If men or groups are high on one dimension of a stratification sys-
tem, but low on another, e.g., if they have high power or education
but low income, they are said to be disposed to use aggression to
attain a high or equilibrated position on all dimensions.

This catalog could be extended at length, but only at the risk
of belaboring the obvious. Almost all theories that purport to ex-
plain violent collective behavior assign a central place toa variable
or concept that generally and often specifically resembles RD as it
is defined here. Some salient characteristics of the RD variable
are not necessarily incorporated in these other concepts, how-
ever. Some of then, particularly those making use of “want/get”
formulations, make no reference to the justifiability or intensity of
men’s value expectations, nor to the theoretical desirability of
taking into account both actual and anticipated discrepancies be-
tween goals and attainments. Moreover, while many of them
specify by illustration the kinds of societal and political condi-
tions that constitute the variable or increase its magnitude, few
include specific propositions about its determinants, and only
some suggest categories for classifying the variable’s manifesta-
tions. Finally, many theories do not provide a motivational ra-
tionale for the causal connection they propose between the vari-
ables and the violent events toward which it is supposed to dis-
pose men.

35 Philleo Nash, “The Place of Religious Revivalism in the Formation of the Inter-
cultural Community an Klamath Reservation.” Soctal Anthropology of Norfh Ameri-
can Tribes, ed. Fred Eggan {Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1937), 377-442.

3 James A, Geschwender, *Social Strncture and the Negro Revolt: An Examina-
tion of Some Hypatheses,” Social Forces, xuin (December 1964), 248-256.

57 fohan Galtung, “A Structural Theory of Aggression,” Journal of Peace Research,
No. 2, 1964, 95-119. Galtung also posits several variables that intervene between
rank disequilibrium and aggression, including lack of alternative means and the
extent of cultural experience in aggression.
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There are three other concepts freq_uently employeddl‘n tge

alysis of disruptive collective behavior that are n(i)_t‘ lre({cg

alogous to RD but that appear to be al‘ternatlves toat ilssonall . ,
omie, and conflict. Without passing judgment on thei:' anae{ :(,

sefulness in other contexts,l it can b‘ii Sltl}g]gesgel()l that they relate

onditions either more or less speciic an RD-

I(;:;sd(:nance is a concept widely used -in individual psyc::oltogﬁ;
Festinger’s formulation of cognitive dlSS(?n-al'I(_‘e theory, the ctleus_
ers to inconsistency between two (l:‘ogmtw.e elements otl'( us-
s of elements. Cognitive elements, the thlng‘s a persond.n w”

ut himself, about his behavior, and about his surti':o;;n n;f;,
are dissonant if “the ohverse of one e]emel_lt would (11"0w -T_i
the other.” ™ For example, a citizen who believed that 15 g}?veuh

ent would begin a war only if attacked -fmd then learne‘ t 'rm%gd
ws media that it had initiated a war “:’lt]](?l]t prov()cation‘ls sfu1

experience dissonance. The assumptlon‘ls_that peop ﬁ'sfnts}l]l g

sonance are motivated to reduce or ellrplnate it, ]v.v 1:_'1 tﬁy

n do by changing their behavio.r or bell.efs, by n:.-mr:g,megducz
rresponding situation, or Ly seeking new mformatlpn olr- hee

sonance while avoiding information that w9u1d increase tlls

nance® Depending on the magnitude of dlssm.mnce, ie. he
portance or value of the dissonant elements to him, the cmz;zn

ay change his views about the government, attempt tf’ Fh.‘;n-gi-to 1:

rsonnel or policies of the government thr(‘)u'gh politica a(cl ion,

r, most likely in this instance, deny the \:rallldlty of the ev1t_ en(;e
at the war was begun without provocation and be r(}e]cep t1}\;(9 o

y evidence of provocation, however ﬂm.ls_y. Many }yp(i) ese;

ve been proposed and considerable empirical researc 1 . one 0t
cts of dissonance in decision-making, comphance,. reé,etll)twf )i
information, social support f;)r mass phenomena, and the 1m
.ess in small groups.®’
E:e(i)i;(;;f]:mcle and P%D concepts neitl]t?r com‘pnsefnor ful:-
e one another but overlap. RD is perceived with re ere'ntce 0
viduals’ welfare, power, and interpersonal \.fg]ue expecta mns;
sonance can obtain among any set of cognitive _tel_ellmfantfs,]!}o
ly those that relate to valued goods. an.d C()l’ldl.tl()l?tj 0' lccz.

oreover only some perceptions of deprivation ent‘aEI dl!\?()l’l&l':n t.,-’

its original sense of contradiction among cognitive element:

iti i -2 (Stanford: Stunford Uni
ot i . A Theory of Cognitive Dissonance ( d: Stunford Ui
‘iat:ol;]réi?tllgsg;)r quatatiens from 4, 13. The perceptmn.of contr=1d1Ft1c1n can arise
logical, é::peﬁentiu]. cultural, or ather grounds, according to Festinger

- a ‘ o -
) g“:::::gz: ::E;s;fln‘r Jack W. Brehm and Arthar R. Gohen, Explorations in Cogm

¢ Dissonance (New York: Wiley, 1962). “
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Most black Americans know very well that their expectations of

econontic and social equality will be only grudgingly and gradually
satisfied, if at all; the failure of the political system to take massive
remedial action is “dissonant” only for those Negroes who at one
time thought that it would. For the great majority the lack of ac-
tion merely confirms prior cognitions of the system and intensifies
discontent. The dissonance concept and hypotheses seem directly
applicable to only one particular aspect of the processes by which
the perception of RD develops: when an individual first perceives
inadequacies in value opportunities he had thought were appro-
priate and sufficient for attainment of his value expectations, he
can be said to experience dissonance. The onset of RD through
increasing value expectations, or the existence of a discrepancy
between expectations and capabilities per se, does not itself con-
stitute dissonance, however, nor as Festinger pointed out does
dissonance exist whenever an individual encounters resistance or
frustration in trying to achieve an objective.®

Anomie, in the sense Durkheim used it in Suicide, is a situation
in which either ends {value expectations) outstrip men’s means,
or ends remain constant while means are severely restricted, and
corresponds quite closely to the RD concept. The more general-
ized sense that Durkheim gave the termn in The Division of Labor
in Society, one which Merton popularized in his essay on “Social
Structure and Anomie,” is that anomie is a breakdown of social
standards governing social behavior, or normlessness. It is specif-
ically a sociological concept: “the degree of anomie in a soecial
system is indicated by the extent to which there is a lack of con-

! sensus on norms judged to be legitimate, with its attendant uncer-
Jtainty and insecurity in social relations.” # Manifestations of norm-

lessness within individuals are characterized as anomia. Rose,
suinmarizing the literature, identifies three kinds of anomie:
weakness of norms per se, the existence of several strong but con-
flicting norms, and ignorance of norms. All three situations lead
to the pervasive sense of uncertainty to which is attributed much
deviant behavior, including criminality, suicide and drug addic-
tion, and gang behavior. Merton originally suggested that anomie
could lead to widespread deviant behavior and the establishment
of alternative norms, which constitutes “rebellion.” “When rebel-

% Festinger, 278.

% Robert K. Merton, “'Social Structure and Anomie: Continuities,” Social Theory
and Social Stiucture, rev. ed. (New York: The Free Press, 1957), quotation from
266-267. This discussion of the anomie concept makes substantial use of Gordon
Rose, “Anomie and Deviation,” 29-45. A more comprehensive summation of work
making use of the concept is Marshall B. Clinard, ed., Anomie and Deviant Be-
havior: A Discussion and Critigue (New York: The Free Press, 1964).
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in a substantial part of the society, it pro-
which reshapes both the norma-
» There seem to have been no sub-
tial later attempts to relate anom‘ie to the occ:tsrrence of collee-
e violence other than gang behavior, however. ofined here. in
Anomie can be related to the Flu(D C?n‘:,ip;iizs . beout;ehow mém-
o ways. 1f group norms are weak or in con be u mer
«an satisfy value expectations, value opportunities are y
r?t;?ll.] Tahis )i’s particularly the case u»"ith respect to p.e{l;sontal‘:}::lt
jetal opportunities; the less certain ;_)eople 'areozlsoui T
ays of acting are appropriate for attaining the[;‘rl'g‘ ,e.likely
ater their anomia, the lower their value capabi 1t|§f ?;n Jikely
be and hence the greater is RD. 1t sholvlld'be noted ‘_ al en can
enence normlessness or norm conflict in any ,SO('.la .r::thorit
tside social roles, for example as 'subo%'dmates in an i, Con)i
lationship or as passengers on a {et fight. Thuzr;r;o:)nf > con-
‘tutes or increases RD only whetp 1tt relates to n
intaini r value-enhancing activihes. N -
alt“;laf:: l:agnobe argued, partly on the basis of cogmtwe. d:b's:;;z:ﬁi
eory, that sets of internally consistent norms arehm rf10re ally
ued’ and that the breakdown of SyStE);I:IS of norrfluqsh t .ere ore con
‘tutes RD with respect t; "(:(}heren(r::) m\il:lit;e:}.]erefi ;:gcileprived;
ot that everyone who sufters from a T e ac.
is that RD is experienced by those persons w Ovaalid o to{
pted an internally consistent set of 110@5 ai lid goic cha]-l
on but have subsequently felt those norms.to e se : }
i her internally consistent;
enged, without being replacecll l?y anot| temally o
of norms. Deprivation in this instance results e
ining value position with respect to the i eational
° ea;uie c(!;tegﬁry of interpersonal values. In an ﬁnom:l(; vs;):;‘?lyd\*
ever, there are likely to be many people \;]ho a\;:wmg  held |
e unquestioned, consistent set of .norms. e;f:r T Lover
sistent set of norms, they are less likely to be lslcon e o
lack than those who experience a threat to or loss o

1d norms.

The most potent effect o
value opportunities. W
ally valued in the sense t

f anomie on RD probably is its impact
hether normative systems are intnn-
hat economic goods, security, and

. . . K m,
Merton, 191. One application to political vmlgnczfz iz Elwin Hh;’:;:r:ilsol;%flc;gy’
luti ’ nd-Reaction as Adaptations to Anomie, Review of ke
l63), 331 385. David C. Schwartz has developed a process mode Hobgrd
(19?)3)1,1 io-r which uses the related concept of a.!ienation andespe(i-l t'ia:na:;
o ta?lc?; ju which political alienation occurs, in “A Theo;;y ?N ev%:_k. nacy
a?i:)r " in James C. Davies, ed,, When Men Revolt and Why {(New :

Press, 1970} '3
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status are valued is an empirical question most directly answered
by ascertaining the extent to which threats to norm systems anger
people. Generally, the anomie and anomia concepts are related
to RD in a way comparable to dissonance: they overlap RD, but
they cannot be subsumed by it nor do they incorporate all or most
aspects of it,

“Conflict” in its collective sense is sometimes defined as a con-
dition, sometimes as a process, and sometimes as an event. Galtung
defines it as a condition: “An action-system is said to be in con-
flict if the system has two or more incompatible goal-states.” ®
Coser initially defines it as a process, “a struggle over values and
claims to scarce status, power and resources in which the aims of
the opponents are to neutralize, injure or eliminate their rivals.”
In conventional usage conflict is an event, a violent or nonviolent
clash between two groups. By either of the first two definitions
conflict resembles the RD concept more closely than either dis-
sonance or anomie.® One difference is that RD refers hoth to in-
dividual states of mind and their collective distribution, whereas
social conflict is generally treated as a property of collectivities
without reference to its manifestations in the minds of the in-
dividuals inveolved. Galtung identifies a more consequential dif-
ference:

Confliet should . . . be distinguished from frustration, which
is the more general case where goals are not achieved (needs
are not satisfied, gratification not obtained, values not Fulfilled,
etc.) for some reason. A very simple case is that of scarcity.
.« . Another simple case is when something is blocking the
access to the source of gratification. . . . But the most im-
portant. special case . . . is the case of conflict where efforts
by oneself or others to obtain some value ¢an be seen as the
source of frustration.”

Conflict defined as a condition is essentially a special case of RD
in which the source of the discrepancy between value expectations
and capabilities is another group competing for the same values.
Conflict defined as a process refers to the interaction between

groups in their respective attempts to alleviate RD. -

* Johan Galtung, “Institutionalized Conflict Resolution: A Theoretical Paradigm,”
Journal of Peace Research, No. 4, 1965, 348.

% Coser, The Functions of Social Conflict, B.

* Conflict also has a psychological usage not exammined here, namely the presence
in an individual of two (or more) competing and incompatible motives. For a re-
view of this concept and the literature see Yates, esp. chap. 5.

*7 Galtung, “Institutionalized Conflict Resolution.” 349,

v
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The conflict concept is less appropriate than.B[? for]thel anaLys;lt:
political violence for several reasons. Ql'lf% is simply tdm{ti 1'tion
nnotations of process or class of events it includes b{ de Inll]0 "
me of the variables that this analysis proposes to expl am.ﬂ'Ct E
account for the forms and extent of vm'lent politica C‘(‘)l'lx 1lainx
oposing some of their general determinants, mf)lt- todeeﬁfed .
em by defining them as conflict. Moreover, contlict lefned .a‘,
condition in which group X has what group Y want}s)‘ De “;03 :
articular kind of RD, but by no means exhausts the co < pht
refers to any collectively felt discrepancy betweenla s rfu ‘
d an attainable value position, whether or not srom.e (-)tt]er gz }t
the value sought and whether or not group Y tries odsnierl1 (tehe
om group X. There are psychological .gromlmds, suggesti d in the
receding section, for expecting collectw.e violence to re‘ t from
y RD that is of wide scope and intensity. -It also seems e dent
at many acts of political violence, revolutionary n}:oven:](::n s in
articular, do not involve a struggle for values so much as a. lemand
at systems be reshaped so that they. can.creat?-.new va] u:s(.-:. »
is connection, one difficulty that arises !f pollltlcal vio :.‘ll :; !
eated as a category of conflict is that political v1olen‘ce 1st. 1@; tha);
sumed to entail a struggle! for scarclefvatlues, an assumptior
¢ examination of other causal factors. ~
‘gzt)sﬁlst limitation of conflict thelory for our purposes wl]:; thiz:
stinction commonly made by con’fhct th'eorlsts betwee‘t‘l' ti(:]a]"
led “realistic” and “nonrealistic COI‘IHI(:'E (Coser),' or brai fonal
d “nonrational” conflict (Schelling), or destructlved.et? ior
and “conflict behavior” (Galtung). The essence of th‘el is 1;:)(.11 o
is between actions instrumental in securing thel va -U:SSefulni%-
d actions destructive for their own sake. Th.e anal yt.lc sefulr E.‘t.-
the distinction is not in question; what is .questlona )t'e.l a
mpting to account for political v'iolence using .th('a;)retal::i.:)m I(D)f
oaches that assume that only the 1nstrum'ental manll eds Galtl;ng
olence are relevant or subject to an.alyms. Coselr aull a are,
ong other conflict theorists, recognize that botlfe er;;lure e
resent in most conflict. Coser criticizes other.s lort e o
alize that “conflict may be motivatgd b'y two dls}:mcﬂ:y:tive er
ingled factors—-a realistic cOnﬂi(:‘t fs.ltllatmn and t le at}?em-etica]
estment in it. . .. Galtung smnlfarly “makef;. tlleh- coretice)
oint that underlies this entire discussion: “conflict )e' t:w]-a gres._
becomt destructive behavior {(because of the frlustrcll 1folrd§g es-
4on cycle) and destructive behavior tends to he se' f‘-rec;nl 0 Othéses
Despite this recognition, most of the concepts and hyp

c and Snyder, 219, 222-223.
o Coser, 539; Galtung, 349. Also see Mack and Snyder, 219. 2 -
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of conflict theory are concerned with the instrumentalities o
strife. This analysis gives equal weight to its nonrational origins
and manifestations.

Patterns of Relative Deprivation

In static terms, RD is a discrepancy between value expectations
and value capabilities, its intensity and scope determinable in
any accessible population by the use of survey and other tech-
niques. Dynamic analysis requires conceptual tools that take into
account patterns of changes in value expectations and value capa-
bilities over time. One can begin with the assumption that, be-

ycause RD is a psychically uncomfortable condition, men tend over

the long run to adjust their value expectations to their value
capabilities. Societal conditions in which sought and attainable
value positions are in approximate equilibrium consequently can
be regarded as “normal,” however uncommon they may be in
the contemporary world, and provide a base-line from which to
evaluate patterns of change. Three distinct patterns of disequi-
librium can be specified: decremental deprivation, in which a
group’s value expectations remain relatively constant but value
capabilities are perceived to decline; aspirational deprivation,
in which capabilities remain relatively static while expectations
increase or intensify;® and progressive deprivation, in which
there is substantial and simultaneous increase in expectations and
decrease in capabilities. All three patterns have been cited as
causal or predisposing factors for political violence.

DECREMENTAL DEPRIVATION

The model shown graphically in figure 1 represents settings
in which group consensus about justifiable value positions has
varied little over time, but in which the average attainable value
position or potential is perceived to decline substantially. Me
in these circumstances are angered over the loss of what they onc
had or thought they could have; they experience RD by referenc
to their own past condition. The value position of an entire s
ciety may fall because of declining production of material goods
declining capacities of the political elite to provide order or re-
solve crises, imposition of foreign rule, or loss of faith in the so-
ciety’s integrating structure of beliefs and attendant norms o
action. Value capabilities also may fall among one or more seg-
ments of society because its members lose out in absolute terms
in conflict with other groups over scarce values, Examples in-

™ These patterns are labeled and described briefly by Morrison, 5.
16
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Figure 1. Decremental deprivation.

e the effects of progressive taxation on the w]e%.lltil;y and l());"
i ' loss of political influence
ive taxation on the poor; the . 1e Y
esss:x:d oppositional groups newly barred from DOlltICflgld‘E;(.
ty, and the decline in status and influence felt bY mi e(:
s,grOups as the status of working-class groups mcre:w m
value position or potential of a particular group (?'lstoi'[:?t);(;:eof
i 5 diminution or redistr
decline not because of any bution.
i i i t because of the declining
values available in a society bu i
ber or appropriateness of opportunities, _for fexaTﬂiﬂ:gs
ing number of employment opportunities 01}'{  able
in highly industrialized societies and the lac. (11 is1 ple
munal relationships open to migrants newly arrll.ve. lalue
from rural villages. The systemic sourcles of dsec ining v
iliti i i detail in chapter 5.
ilities are examined in more. ha :
umber of theorists have attributed polltlcall vtlplenczttla \:fl:;lllsy
ivation. The revolutions tha $-
art to decremental depriva ' ions th
hild to be characteristic of democracies a.nd ollga)}'l;;]es ::.Z:ﬁ
to result partly from deprivations olf this type. N Ce0 main (‘:
i i racies is the intempera
se of revolutions in Democracie ' '
e demagogues who force the propertlec.l Cl?s?ﬂ 't(?dco;:bme '.‘
by instituting malicious prosecutions against in 1v1”uahe!..e.‘rJl S |
artly by inciting the masses against them as a body: w. reas
garchies one of the two general causes (;f l:uevloh:itmn is seen
i as ligarchs.™ In democr
ression of the masses by thfa o ‘ . S
erZ}:ilz'ely high, stable value position of the oligarchs is threat

i C. Well-
haps. v and V1. Quotation from 1. E.
e ew 301‘](: Macmillan, 1883, 1805), 355.
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ened, in oligarchies it is the low, stable value pnsition of the
masses that suffers interference. In 1925 Sorokin advanced a gen-
eral thesis about the significance of “repression” in the genesis
of revolution that influenced a number of later writers. The inume-
diate cause of revnlution, he wrote, “is always the growth of ‘re-
pression’ of the main instincts of the majority of society, and the
impossibility of obtaining for those instincts the necessary mini-
mum of satisfaction.” If the desire for food of a substantial number
is “repressed” by famine, riots result. If the “reflexes of indi-
vidual self-preservation’” are “repressed” by arbitrary executions,
total war, or terror, the result is the same. Other repressed in-
stincts which dispose men toward violence are said to include
collective self-preservation, want of housing, the “instincts of
ownership” and of self-expression, and so forth.? The Marxian
view in its original dispensation is similar. Marx and Engels ai-
gued the inevitable growth of profound dissatisfactions in the pro-
letariat as a consequence of absolute deprivations or oppressions:
the destruction of the worker’s pride through his subjection to
the machine and the market; economic deprivation because of
minimal wages and job insecurity, the latter a consequence of
crises in the economic system; and repressive measures of th
hourgeois state.

Decremental deprivation is probably most common in “tradi-
tional” societies and in traditional segments of transitional so-
cieties. Natural disasters in traditional societies often gave rise to
collective violence, as Norman Cohn observes in his study o
violent millenarianism in medieval Europe:

Again and again one finds that a particular outhreak of rev

lutionary chiliasm took place against a background of disaster
the plagues that preluded the First Crusade and the flagellan
movements of 1260, 1348-1349, 1391, and 1400. ... Th
greatest wave of chiliastic excitement, one which swept throug
the whole of society, was precipitated by the most univers

natural disaster of the Middle Ages, the Black Death. . . .2

Hobsbawm says that social banditry was most pervasive in th
precapitalist peasant societies of Southern Europe “when the
traditional equilibrium [was] upset; during and after periods

abnormal hardship, such as famines and wars, or at the momen

# Pitirim A, Sorokin, The Sociology of Revolution {Philadelphia: ippi
raza) o e f {Philadelphia: ]. B. Lippin

= Norman R. C. Cohn, The Pursuit of the Milleniton, 2nd edn. rev. (New York
Harper, 1957, 1961}, 315. Also see Smelser, chap. 8. ¢ o
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hen the jaws of the dynamic modern world seized these static
munities in order to destroy and transform them.” ™ Such ir-
istible events inflicted decremental deprivations on and led
banditry by peasants who had no effective methods of social
tation, i.e., no political value opportunities. The imposition
ien authority on non-Western peoples had similar effects.
lonialism to varying degrees disrupted interpersonal relation-
s and undermined tribal and other traditional authority.
rpersonal and power deprivations were inflicted on many
ly conquered people at the same time that traditional value
ortunities, especially political ones, were disrupted. These
ditions often generated violent traditionalist resistance that
sequently was transformed into nationalist rebellion.™
ecremental deprivation may he less common than other forms
RD in societies undergoing socioeconomic transformation, but
not uncommon and it can have virulent effects. The great
an and material sacrifices of the Russian people during the
World War provided the basic potential for the first Russian
olution; the refusal of the Kerensky regime to terminate Rus-
involvenment in the war led directly to the Bolshevik seizure
wer and indirectly to the civil war that followed. Almost all
yses of the post-war fascist movements emphasize the abso-
deprivations that motivated most of their adherents. In a
parative study of fascist movements in nine countries Carsten

cludes that

rtain social groups responded much more strongly to the

ascist appeal than others. This is particularly true of those

ho were uprooted and threatened by social and economic
ange, whose position in society was being undermined, who
d lost their traditional place, and were frightened of the
re. These were above all [segments of] the lower middle
ses. . . . Perhaps even more important in the early stages
re the former officers and non-commissioned officers of the
t world war for whom no jobs were waiting, who had got
ustomed to the use of violence, and felt themselves deprived
heir “legitimate’ rewards.”™

J Hobsbawm, Social Bandits and Primitive Rebels: Studies in Archaic Forms
{al Movemeut in the 19th and 20th Centuries (Glencoe: The Free Press, 1959,

e, for examiple, William Koruhanser, “Rebellion and Political Development,”
Eckstein, ed., luterual War: Problems and Approaches (New York: The

Press, 1964), 145. )
L. Carsten, The Rise of Fascism (Berkeley: University of California Press,

» 232,
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Cantril’s social psychological analysis of the roots of Nazisin is
similar. Nazism was capable of succeeding as a movement because
“old norms, old cultural standards, were no longer able to pro-
vide the framework necessary for a satisfying adjustment of the
individuals who composed the culture.” Decremental deprivation
was intense for a variety of groups on many values; there was
economic distress, many people had suffered status reductions,
and most felt a profound sense of personal insecurity because of
the disintegration of both social structures and normative sys-
teins.™®

Any absolute decline in the value position or value potential
of a social group constitutes decremental deprivation, and many
additional cases of political violence attributable to this pattern
of RD could be cited. Some others are examined in chapter 5. De-
spite the considerable einphasis given in contemporary social anal-
ysis to “revolutions of rising expectations,” examined below, over
the long run of human history decremental RD has probably been
a more common source of collective violence than any other pattern
of RD. And one can speculate that decremental RD of a given de-
gree probably instigates men to greater intensities of violence
than an equivalent level of aspirational RDD. Men are likely to be
more intensely angered when they lose what they have than when
they lose hope of attaining what they do not yet have.

ASPIRATIONAL DEPRIVATION

The aspirational RD model, sketched in figure 2, is character-
ized by an increase in men’s value expectations without a con-
comitant change in value position or potential. Those who experi-
ence aspirational RD do not anticipate or experience significant
loss of what they have; they are angered because they feel they
have no means for attaining new or intensified expectations. An
“increase” in value expectations may reflect demands for a greater
amount of a value already held in some degree, for example for
more material goods and a greater degree of political order and
justice. It may be a demand for new values never previously held,
such as political participation for colonial peoples and personal
equality for members of lower class and caste groups. Third, it

Pl

™ Hadley Cautril, The Psychology of Social Movements (New York: Wiley, 1941),
228269, quotation from 266. Also see Frederick L. Schuman, The Nazi Dictator-
ship: A Study in Social Pathology and the Politics of Fascism (New York: Knopf,
1935). Individual documentation of the nature and severity of these frustrations
is provided by the autobiographical essays of Nazi Party members which are ana-
Iyzed by Theodore Abel, The Nazi Movement: Why Hitler Came to Power (New
York: Atherton Press. 1938, 1966).
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Figure 2. Aspirational deprivation.

may represent intensification of the commitment to (salience (?f)
value position that earlier was weakly sought, for exarnpl.e in-
tensifying demands for welfare goods among those who experience
breakdown of communal life during the early sta_gt?s of nllodernf-
tion, and intensified demands for access to political elite posi-
tions among the upwardly mobile bourgeoisie (?f seventeenth-
nd eighteenth-century Europe. Degrees and saliences of value
ectations quite often increase simultaneously, but no neces-
relation holds between the two. For example, the contempo-
demands of black Americans for social equality compare'd
ith demands made in the 1940s appear to reflect an increas.e in
e salience of status values among Negroes, a sl)if‘t from faintly
d aspirations for equality to an intensely held belief that equal-
is deserved now, rather than an increase in the degree of
uality sought. .
qMan)): S(mrgces of increasing value expectations are identifi:_ad in
dies of RD and of political instability. For some h'a(‘iltl()llal
oples mere exposure to, or kuowledge of, a betttf:r material way
f life is assumed to raise expectations. In medieval and early
enaissance Europe the growth of industrial and Comme_r_cial cen-
rs demonstrated new possibilities beyond any that life had' to
er the peasant. The new ways attracted the surplus plopul.atxon
particular, but also those who were in some way dissatisfied
th manor life. “As social and economic horizons expandgd,
dship and poverty and dependence ceased to appear the in-
ctable fate of common folk.” 77 A special case of the demonstra-
Cohn, 27-28. Also see Neil ). Smelser, Social Change in the Industrial Revolu-

on {Chicaga: University of Chicago Press, 1959).
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tion effect is “relative deprivation” in its narrow sense, that is,
setting one’s value expectations by reference to the higher value
position of some other individual or group. In particular, expec-
tation levels are often accelerated by the demonstration effect of
other groups that are improving while one’s own group is not.
Brogan observed that the new ways and new wealth of the Indus-
trial Revolution impelled many intellectuals to revolutionary
fervor. Men like Friedrich Engles “were struck by the paradox
that the means of wealth were vastly increasing and that the bene-
fits of that wealth seemed to he more and more narrowly be-
stowed.” ™ Discrepancy between an individual’s or group’s rela-
tive share of welfare, power and interpersonal values also is
specifically related to political violence by a number of theorists,
among them Aristotle, who wrote that the source of disposition to
revolution

is the aspiration after equality which provokes the commons
to sedition when they suppose that they have a small share

. although they are the equals of the privileged Few, and
it is the aspiration after inequality or in other words after su-
periority which provokes the Oligarchs to sedition, when they
imagine that despite their inequality their share is not greater
than that of others but is equal or even smaller,™

These and other conditions that increase expectation levels be-
yond the capacities of men to satisfy them, and hence dispose
men to collective violence, are examined more closely in chapter
5. Some comparable effects of new beliefs and ideologies are con-
sidered there and in chapter 7.

PROGRESSIVE DEPRIVATION

The third pattern of RD, sketched in figure 3, is a generalized
version of a model proposed by Davies, who refers to it as the
“J-curve” hypothesis: “revolutions are most likely to occur when
a prolonged period of objective economic and social development
is followed by a short period of sharp reversal.” * It can be re-
garded as a special case of aspirational RD, one in which long-
run, morc-or-less-steady improvement in peaples’ value position
generates expectations about continued improvement. If value
capabilities stabilize or decline after such a period of improve-

™ Denis W. Brogan, The Price of Recolution (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1951), 30

™ The Politics. Welldon trans., 343-344. For a restatement of the Aristotelian
pusition see Fred Kort, “The Quantification of Aristotle’s Theaory of Revolution,’
American Political Science Review. LXV1 {June 1952), 487.

2 Davies, “Toward a Theory of Revolution,” 6.
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Figure 3. Progressive deprivation

ent, progressive RD is the result. Such a pattern is most common
societies undergoing simultaneous ideological and systemic
ange. Economic depression in a growing economy can have this
. So can the articulation of an ideology of modernization 1n a
iety that has structural inflexibilities that prevent expansion
value output beyond a certain point. The model also can be
d to subsume some “social change” theories of revolution,
‘ch in their general form postulate that political violence is a
equence of decreasing responsiveness of social structures,
efs, norms, or all three to objective change
avies emphasizes that the revolutionary state of mind requires
e continued, even habitual but dynamic expectation of greater
rtunity to satisfy basic needs,” by which he includes all
s of values, physical, social, and political, In addition, what

eded

a persistent, unrelenting threat to the satisfaction of these
eeds: not a threat which actually returns people to a state of
eer survival but which puts them in the mental state where
’ ey believe they will not be able to satisfy one or more basic
eeds. . . . The crucial factor is the vague or specific fear that
ound gained over a long period of time will be quickly lost.

e political system is perceptually related to these fears; they
generated “when the existing government suppresses or 1§
med for suppressing such opportumty.” "' In support of the the-

1bid., 8.
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sis, Davies identifies a J-curve pattern of progress followed by
relative decline in case studies of the preconditions of a numbe
of revolutions and rebellions, including the French, Russian, and
Nazi Revolution, the American Civil War, and the Egyptian Revo-
lution of 1952. For example, he shows that Dorr’s Rebellion in
Rhode Island in 1842 occurred after a forty-year period of improv-
ing economic conditions and expanding political suffrage. Eco-
nomic depression in 1835-40 and the rejection by an oligarchic
state government of demands for further extension of suffrage led
to the drafting of a People’s Constitution, an attempt to seize
state buildings, and sporadic violence. There also is evidence of a
progressive deprivation pattern in the economic status of American
Negroes relative to whites in the two decades preceding the “blac
rebellion’ of the 1960s. The income of Negroes relative to whites
of comparable education increased rapidly towards equality be-
tween 1940 and the early 1950s but then began to decline, so that
hy 1980 half the relative gains of the earlier period were lost.®
In this study’s terminology, both cases were characterized by ris-
ing value expectations, set in motion by prolonged experience of
,improving value positions. Diminishing capabilities, evident in
! politicians’ reluctance to extend political rights and in irremediable
economic decline, provided the background conditions necessary
for the outbreak of violence.

Le Vine's explanation of mob violence by African colonial peo-
ples against their rulers resembles the ]J-curve argument. Such
turmoil is said to be a consequence of psychological conflict gen-
erated when colonial officials encouraged expectations of self
rule by their stated policies and practices, but then accompanied
or followed those policies with others which, Africans though
interfered with the attaimnent of those expectations. Le Vin
describes’ seven cases that appear to support the hypothesis.
The ]-curve hypothesis is also implicit in Deutsch’s interpret
tion of the relationship between governmental capability an
political stability in societies in the early and middle stages of mod
rernization. Increasing capabilities, as an object of governme
policy, require increasing mobilization of citizens for participatio
'in the market economy and political life. “Such mobilizatio

® Case studies of the Russian and Egyptian Revolutions and Dorr's Rebelli
appear ibid. The other studies are included in James C. Davies, “The J-Curve
Rising and Declining Satisfactions as a Cause of some Great Revolutions a
Contained Rebellion,” in Hugh Davis Graham and Ted Robert Gurr, eds., Viol
in America: Historical and Comparetive Perspectives (Washington, D.C.: Natio
Commission an the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 1969), 547-576.

% Robert A. Le Vine, “Anti-European Violence in Africa: A Comparative Ana
sis,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, m (December 1959), 420-429.
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ever, is usually accompanied by rising needs and expectations,i
ch must not be frustrated if stability is to he preserved.” T
erve stability—that is, to minimize progressive RD and the
equent impetus to violence — outputs must continue to 1n-
e Deutsch cites only two types of value outputs, increasing
capita income and expanding governmental activity, but his
ent is readily extended to other value classes ™
ogressive RD is a common theme in many old and some new
ries that attribute revolutionary potential to general social
ge. Simple versions of these theories emphasize structural in-
bility, i.e. the inability of social and political institutions to
their value outputs rapidly enough to changing conditions
er proposes, for example, that change in social life is continual,
that the organized group must and ordinarily does constantly
just to changing situations, resulting from inventions, discov-
, culture contact, and so forth. In some cases, however, groups
the society desire to preserve the old orde1 — “the traditional
tions, the time-tried folkways, mores, conventions, and cus-
»_ even though irrelevant to present situations, The end of i
tion is the beginning of revolution.®® Johnson’s “social- l
nction” theory of the origins of political violence is of the
genre, though its vocabulary has a more contemporary ring.
necessary condition of revolution is said to be a disequilihrated
system, i.e. a discrepancy between the helief structure of a
and its division of lahor, which may result from any combi-
of internal or external changes in values or technology.
cond necessary cause is elite refusal (“intransigence”) to
‘on designed to relieve the disequilibrium The conse-
e is a loss of authority by the elite and its reliance upon force
ntain its position. The sufficient cause of revolution in such
ation is an “accelerator of dysfunction,” any condition that
es the ability of the elite to control jts armed forces ™
se and other social change theories refer to systems that were
to adapt value outputs to changing environmental require-

1 Deutsch, ““Toward an Inventory of Basic Trends and Patterns in Compara
d International Politics,” American Political Science Revivw, XIv {(March
39
e Yoder, “Current Definitions of Revolution,” American journal of Sociol-
{November 1926}, 440-442. Comparahle explanations are proposed by
A. Ellwood, The Psychology of Human Society: An Introduction to Socio-
Theory (New York: Appleton, 1925), chap. 8; Rex Hopper, “The Bevnlu'-
Processy A Frame of Reference for the Study of Revolutionary Movements,
Forces, xxvin (March 1950), 270-271; and Pettee, passim
nson, Revolutionary Change, passim. An earlier and briefer statement of
is his Revolution and the Social System (Stanfurd The Hoover Institu-
ar, Revolution and Peace, Stanford University, 1364)
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ments and to men’s changing value expectations up to some point %

in time, but gradually or abruptly lost their adaptive capacities. In

societies that have experienced positive social change, the condi- *!
Iy !
11

tions described in these theories fit the J-curve or progressive
‘deprivation model; in static societies, they more closely resemble
the absolute deprivation model. The point is that the RD models

correspond generally to many of the abstract theories of the pre- I

conditions of political violence.

The RD Models: Some Qualifications and Uses

No one of the RD models is necessarily characteristic of a par-
ticular type of society, although absolute RD seems more likely to
be found in static societies, while aspirational and progressive RD
appear most often in societies undergoing substantial socioeco-
nomic change. In any given society at any given time, however,
some groups are likely to experience RD of each type. Moreover,
$OMe groups can experience different patterns of RD with respect
to different classes of values. For example, large segments of the
working classes of the defeated European countries after World
War | simultaneously experienced decremental deprivation with
respect to security and participation values, and progressive dep-
ivation on welfare values. A_complete profile of RD in a society
!lrequires specification of the extent and patterns of RD with re-
spect to each class of values for every consequential sociceconomic
group.

One operational use of the RD models is that they fucilitate sys-
tematic inferences about the effects of changes in various indices
of economic dnd political performance. Indicators of economic per-
formance and of governmental fiscal activity provide examiples.
Rather than resorting to inferences about economic discontent
based on such measures as per capita income in country X com-
pared with country Y, or their relative rates of growth, one can
infer it more accurately from such patterns as short-term declines
in productivity following a period of stable production (decre-
mental RD) and short-term changes in inflation rates, commodity
prices, or total productivity relative to rates in the more distant
past (decremental or progressive RD). Time-series wage and salary
data for various occupational groups are available for many moder;l
and some modernizing societies, from which welfare and in some
instances status RD can be inferred. One also can search system-
atically for evidence of congitions associated with rising expecta-
tions, such as rates of increase in schooling and literacy, announce-
ment of programs of reform, articulation by political leaders of
ideologies of mederization, and mobilization of previously non-
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participant citizens for purposes of political and associational ac-
tivity. To assess the effects of governmental action one can examine
the changing balance over time between value-depriving and
value-satisfying decisions, giving special attention to relative in-
creases in the former. Interpersonal RD of various patterns also can
be inferred from changes over timme in measures of conditions as di-
verse as internal migration, religious affiliation, changing size and
composition of occupational groups, and social origins of elite
groups. Procedures for making systematic, comparative inferences
of these kinds are not examined here; examples of somne of them are
reported in other published studies *

The three models of RD proposed do not exhaust all the logically
possible relationships between value expectations and value capa-
bilities.* Declining expectations might be found in some groups,
for example among members of a well-disciplined colonial elite
who expect gradually to lose their political authority to indigenous
rulers, or among members of a millenarian religious group who ex-
pect the social order to deteriorate and collapse as a prelude to the
coming of a new order. Somewhat more common may be a “hoom
and bust” set of expectations about value satisfactions, for example
among some traditional societies, u nder some totalitarian regimes,
and perliaps among some groups and isolated individuals in mod-
emized societies. Resigned anticipation of a “time of troubles”
following the death of a king was as common in feudal kingdoms of
tropical Africa as it was in medieval Europe. Those whose liveli-
hood depends on the land tend to develop a similar tolerance for
the vagaries of weather: two vears of plenty and one of scarcity
is the way of the seasous. The Bemba of Sou th Central Africa, like
many other people living near the margin of subsistence, huild
their way of life around a cycle of nine months of abundance tol-
lowed hy a hunger season of three months.™ But in all such cycles
there is an element of predictability, and if this predictability van-
ishes RD is the likely result. If, for example, conditions in such-a

1 §ae Ted Gurr, New Error-Compensated Measures for Comparing Nutions: Some
Correlates of Civil Strife, Center of Interuational Studies (Princeton: Princeton
University, Research Monograph No. 25, 1966): Ted Gurr with Charles Ruttenberg,
The Conditiuns af Civil Violence: First Tests of v Causal Model, Center ol Inter-

nationa) Studies (Prineeton: Princeton University, Research Monograph No. 28,
1967); and Ted Curr, “A Gausal Model of Civil Strife: A Comparative Analysis

Using New Indices,” American Political Science Review, Lx1 {December LO68),,

1104-1124.

¥ A mare comprehensive set of models of sociul chage, including variations on
the three hasic models proposed here, appears in [vo K. Feierabend, Rosalind L.
Feierabend, and Betty A. Nesvold, “S8acial Change and Palitical Violence. Cross-
National Patterns,” in Graham and Gurr, eds., 487-542,

® See Audrey |, Richards, Lead, Lahour, und Diet in Northern Rhodesia (Londaon:
Oxford University Press, 1939). espeeially chaps. 1-3.
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cycle deteriorate and remains bad, the result is decremental RD;

and if value positions stabilize at a high level substantially béyond

the expected onset of the next cyclical decline, any subsequent de-
cline would be likely to generate the potential for violent protest.
At the putset of the discussion of the models it was suggested
that over the long run men’s value expectations tend to adapt to
their value capabilities; the discrepancies caused by rising ex-
peclations or declining capabilities are temporary. Eventually men
collectively either succeed in raising their value capabilities to
meet their expectations or, if their circumstances prove impervious
to change, lower their expectations. For intensely felt expecta-
tions, however, “eventually” may be measured in years, decades,
or even generations, which are likely to be characterized by both
constructive and destructive struggle. Some of the variables that
-affect the persistence of RD and typical modes of response to it
are examined in subsequent chapters. If any single sentence can
summarize the arguments advanced in this chapter, it is that men
jare quick to aspire beyond their social means and quick to anger

when those means prove inadequate, but slow to accept their limi-
tations.
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3. The Intensity and Scope of
Relative Deprivation

People foreign to our land and race made
up the government; the middle class was
ruined through the scarcity of food and
the depreciation of money; scoundrels
and parasites cheated and robbed us, and
in an incredibly brief time ruined under-
takings it had taken a whole people cen-
turies to build. People lacked the very
essentials of living. . .. Having felt the
results of the economic collapse on my
own pulse, [ was only too happy to take
my place in the van of the movement.

A Nazj Party member, 1933

THE INTENSITY of our anger at its onset is a function of four psycho-
cultural variables. The greater the discrepancy. we see'betweenl
our expectations and capabilities, the greater is our dlSCO{;’ltena
The greater the importance we attach to the values affected, an
the fewer the other satisfactions we have to fal.I back on, tl-1e
greater is our discontent. If we have many alternative ways of t1y-t
ing to satisfy our expectations, we are lllkely to defell dlscomfen1
over our failures; if we have few alternatives we are 11.ker to fee
the anger of desperation. A fifth determinant 1s‘tlme: if our‘angtla)r
is denied expression in the short run it intgnsxﬁeg before it sub-
sides. The greater its intensity, the longer it persists; lma_ny me::1
carry the burden of profound grievances throughouF their l-wes 21;11
pass them on to their children. The first four variahles 1es¢=.;m1 e
but are not merely collective manifestations of thg thvee varlab. es
that Dollard said determine the strength of instigation to aggresfspn
{(anger) in the frustration-aggression sequence: thedstrengthfg tm—
stigation to the frustrated response (salience), the degree 0 lm.er;
ference with the frustrated response {(degree), and the number 0
frustrated response-sequences {alternative vallues and opporturu-f
ties).? Runciman specifies two comparable \fanahles as s.our(.:eslo
variance in RD. “The magnitude of a re]atlve. dep.nvatlon is hef
extent of the difference between the desired situation and tllmat' o
the person desiring it (as he sees it). . . . The degree of a relative

i i : i i sted in Theodore Abel, The
! an autobiggraphical essay written in 1933, cite ‘ |
Naz}:“l)l?;v::nent: ny Hitler Cume to Power (New York, Atherton Press, 1938,

25-126. ) oy )
lgf?gixistollard and others, Frustration and Aggression {New Haven: Yale Uni

versity Press, 1939), 33
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deprivation is the intensity with which it is felt.”* Hypotheses
and corollaries about the effects of these variables and some of their
interactions are specified below.
i The determinants of discontent apply to each individual and to
men collectively. The analysis of discontent must include speci-
fication of societal conditions and patterns of events that cause
discontent, and identification of its scope in the collectivity
The final section of this chapter identifies a number of types of
depriving conditions and events, and suggests research strategies
for inferring the scope of discontent from structural properties of
the societies in which it occurs.

Determinants of Intensity: The Degree of Relative Deprivation

Hypothesis ID.1: The intensity of relative deprivation varies

strongly with the average degree of perceived discrepancy be-
tween value expectations and value capabilities.

Corollary 1D.1.1: Any increase in the average level of value ex-
pectations in a collectivity without an accompanying increase in
value capabilities increases the intensity of relative deprivation.

Corollary 1D.1.2: Any decrease in the average level of value capa-
bilities in a collectivity without an accompanying decrease in
value expectations increases the intensity of relative deprivation.

In the case of aspirational and progressive RD, the degree of
discrepancy is the distance perceived between the value position
sought and value potential. In the case of decremental RD, the
degree of discrepancy is the perceived distance between the value
position previously held and the residual value position. Opera-
tional definitions are suggested below.

The two corollaries follow deductively from hypotheses V.1
{chapter 2) and ID.1, and the definitions given of their terms.
Corollary 1D.1.1 underlies the “revolution of rising expectations”
and the violent consequences postulated for it by Lemer and
others. The decremental RD model is characterized by the pattern
of decreasing value capabilities specified in corollary 1D.1.2.

Psychological evidence demonstrates unequivocally that the in-
tensity of anger varies with the degree to which the response is
frustrated. For example, McClelland and Apicella exposed c6llege
students working on a card-sorting task to varying levels of frus-
tration {as measured by the proportion of times they were made to
fail) and found that the frequency of aggressive comments at the

*W. G Runciman, Relative Deprivation and Social Justice (Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1966), 10.
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rimenter increased as the extent of failure increased.* Several
dies have examined the effects of frustration of group tasks orf
agroup hostility, varying the extent to which group members
e dependent on one another in carrying out the tasks. The more
embers were required to work together, i.e. the greater the inter-
nce they caused one another in pursuing their tasks, the gre]ate.r
e overt aggression expressed within the group. If group mem )e1-s
uld work relatively independently of one an-other, however,
vels of hostility were low® The most precise evndenf.'e has been
‘ned in experiments by Hamblin and others which str_on.lgly
ggest that instigation to aggression f(?llnws general psyc ?0-
ysical laws. In the most definitive experiment, three h'ypothefes
e tested: the classic one that instigation to aggression vallle?
ctly with the degree of interference, and the psycboph‘yswa
theses that aggression is a logarithmic or power function of
Herence. Small groups of subjects were put to a prnbl‘em-solv-
task with a money incentive, with leaders who deliberately
sed the groups to fail in each of successive stages of the tasllx's.
er various stages the subjects gave their evaluation of the
ders by several methods which permitted measureme.nt of tlh.e
nsity of hostility towards the leaders. ':l"he results SI.IS)W that
ession is a power function of degree of luterf?rence: if magni-
of aggression is plotted against degree of interference, the
It is a sharply rising “J-curve.” ¥ . ‘

hese aspects of the frustration-uggression relatlonshlp' corre-
ad to the general psychophysical law of human 'behavmr that
e magnitude of the subjective response does. mcreaieT as d
er function of the magnitude of the physical stimulus, 'I:llls
rther evidence that the frustration-aggression sequence Is a
damental behavioral mechanism, not a deviant one. Hamblin
found that the power exponents by which magnitude of aggres-
increased varied rather widely among individuals. Altlm}lg-h
cases were too few for distribution curves ‘to be dr'awn, it is
ly from what is known of other human traits that, in a large

: : and F. S. Apicella, “A Functional Classification of Verl3a|
0(::15 %,‘%l:ll)ti:ilgxe?tally Induced Failure,” fournal of Abn.o'nnxl dand .Soclu:i
hology, XL (luly 1945), 376-390, cited in Leuna_rcl B(en:l;uwﬂa, geression:
1 Psychologicul Analysis (New York: Mchw-I:hlI, 1962), 60. dor Fear and
R P. French. Ir., “Organized and Unorganized Cfnups L!n er E!:'l‘l'l
tration,” in Kurt Lewin et al., Authority and Frustration (Ulllvelsltyd()Ed()\.\'lﬂ
“es in Child Welfare, lowa City: University of lowa Press, 1944), auF '?vm
omas, “Effects of Facilitating Role lmerdepende.uce on Gmup‘ ugtit_lgg-
uman Relation, X (No. 4, 1957), 347-366, summarized in Berkov\;!!zé -62.
ert L. Hamblin and others, “The Interference-Aggression Law?" Sociom-
1 (June 1963), 190-216,
amblin and others, 193.
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population, a normal distribution curve of magnitude of aggressive,
response would be found. One implication of this is that the like-
lihcod and level of aggressive response are more accurately re-
garded in distributional or probabilistic terms than in terms of
“thresholds.” Finaily, it is plausible that the J-curve relationship
between degree of frustration and magnitude of aggression should
characterize the relationship between degree of RD and magnitude
of collective violence. Compatible with this inference, though not
bearing directly on it, is the logarithmic distribution curve that
characterizes cross-national measures of the intensity of collective
violence.®

Almost all the literature on collective violence assumes a causal
connection between the existence of RD or some equivalent con-
cept and the occurrence of violence. A direct relationship between
the degree of discrepancy and the intensity of violence is usually
implicit, sometimes explicit as it is in the formulations by Ridker,
Lasswell and Kaplan, and the Feierabends.® Edwards also was ex-
plicit on this point. He identified four classes of human motives
and proposed that “All revolutions may . . . be conceived as due to
the repression of one or more of these elemental wishes, and the
violence of any revolution is, it is assumed, proportional to the
amount of such repression.” ' Quantitative evidence also indicates
that degrees of deprivation or discontent are associated with
degrees of disorder. Some of these studies are based on within-
nation comparison of aggregate measures. Rostow has shown graph-
ically that poor economic conditions—in the form of high wheat
prices and high unemployment—corresponded with the severity
of overt mass protest in England between 1790 and 1850." Varia-
tions in bread prices and the extent of mob violence were associated
in revolutionary France."” There is correlational evidence that the

"Bruce M. Russett et al., World Handbook of Political and Social Indicators
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1963), 97-100; Ted Gurr with Charles Rut-
tenberg, The Conditions of Civil Violence: First Tests of a Causal Model (Princeton
Center of International Studies, Princeton University, Research Monograph No.
28, 1967), 38-41.

? Ronald G. Ridker, “Discontent and Economic Growth,” Economic Development
and Cultural Change, X1 (October 1962), 1-15; Harold Lasswell and Abraham
Kaplan, Power and Society {New Haven: Yale University Press, 1950), 261-268;
Ivo K. and Rosalind L. Feierabend, “Aggressive Behaviors Within Polities, 1948
1962; A Cross-National Study,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, X (September 1966),
250-251.

" Lyford P. Edwards, The Natural History of Revolution (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1927), 3-4,

""'Walt W. Rostow, British Economy of the Nineteenth Century (Oxford: Claren-
don Press, 1948}, chap. 5.

"* George Rudé, “Prices, Wages, and Popular Mavements in Paris During the
French Revolution.,” Economic History Review, vi (April 1954), 246-267; and
The Cepyrd dg Hiotewmy, 750 1376 (Nvy Va by Wilew (284 ~bop . 7.
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equency of lynchings in the American South between 18'82 and
30 varied inversely with indices of economic we.ll-bemg, al-
ough the relationship is a relatively weak one, with reported
rrelation coefficients of the order of .6 and 3.9
Cross-national studies using aggregate data also support tbe
ypothesis. It has been suggested that voting suppprt for extremist
Iiical parties is a nonviolent manifestation of discontent. Korn-
user, for example, reports a correlation of —.93 between per
ita income and the Communist share of the vote in national elec-
ns in sixteen Western democracies in the late 1940s, and another
+.85 between the percentage of the labor force unemployed and
percentage of extremist voting in nine nations in 1Q28—32.”
ong Latin American countries, Bwy found that economic grovsftb
s in the 1950s (presumably an indicator of economic capabili-
es) correlated —63 with levels of organized group violence a.nd
33 with anomic violence in the 1960s.'® The Feierabends in-
rred the extent of “‘systemic frustration” in 84 nations from the
tio between measures of “want formation” such as literacy and
banization, and measures of “want satisfaction” such as in-
me and caloric intake per capita. The correlation between their
stration index and a composite measure of political stability
499.75 1 constructed three composite measures of the degree and
ope of RD, including short-term economic and political depriva-
on and persisting deprivation, and related them to a measure of
nitude of civil strife for 114 polities; the multiple correlation
ficient obtained is .60."7
One limitation of these studies is that their measures of RD or
content are relatively indirect; states of mind are inferred from
regate measures. More direct data also are available. Ringer and
found that economically discontented Iranians in the late 1940s
re more likely than others to take politically extreme positions
the left or right; '® Zeitlin found that the Cuban workers most

"Mi jes i i ; Correlation
18 Carl Hovland and Robert Sears, “Minor Studies in Aggression, vI: Lor
Lynchings with Economic Indices,” Journal of Psychology, X (Apr!l 1940),
-310, report the stronger correlation. The weaker is reported in a reinterpre-
on of the data by Alexander Mintz, “A Re-examination of Correla'ahnns Between
chings and Economic Indices,” Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology,
April 1946), 154~160. )
(W?lrliam Kornhauser, The Politics of Mass Society {(New York: The Free Press,
, 160. .
[))ouglas Bwy, “Political Instability in Latin America: The‘Cross-Cultural Test
Causil Model,” Latin American Research Review, 1l (Spring 1968), 46-48.
Fei d and Feierabend, 258-262. ] .
::;rét::er:}, ‘?: Causal Model of Civil Strife: A Comparative Analysis Using
Indices,” American Political Science Review, LXII (Decerp‘ber_ 1968), 1122,
enjamin B. Ringer and David L. Sills, “Political Extremists in Iran: A .Sec-
Analysis of Communications Data,” Public Opinion Quarterly, (Winter
7-52) OKR_DF}


http://www.cvisiontech.com

WHY MEN REBEL

likely to have supported the Castro movement before 1959 were
those who had experienced the greatest unemployment.”™ Wedge
has made a comparative interview study of student participation in
revolutionary violence in the Dominican Republic in 1965 and
Brazil in 1964, and concludes that violence was much more intense
in the Dominican Republic partly because Dominican student reb-
els had experienced considerably greater deprivation than had their
Brazilian counterparts.? The most persuasive evidence is provided
by a secondary analysis of Cantril's fourteen-nation study of the
“pattern of human concerns.” Respondents in the Cantril study
were asked, among other questions, how they compared their past,
present, and likely future value positions with their ideals of the
good life, on an eleven-point scale. The nationally averaged dis-
crepancies between their actual status at the time of the interviews
(between 1957 and 1963) and their personal ideals are shown in
table 2, compared against a rank-order measure of the magnitude
of turmoil for 1961-65. The rank-order correlation between the two
measures is a substantial .539: the greater the degree of RD, opera-
tionally measured here as the gap between aspirations and presen
value position, the greater is turmoil.®'

Most of the evidence cited above is based on measures of R
with respect to welfare values, Complete assessment of the degree
of RD in a collectivity could make use of general value-position
rating scales, such as Cantril’s, or of scales for measuring degrees
of RD with respect to each of the several categories of values de-
fined in chapter 2. Although this study is not primarily concerned
with developing operational means for assessing the theoretical
variables, two operationally useful definitions of degree of RD
may be suggested. One is the ratio of the discrepancy between
expected and attainable value position to the expected position, o
T€—YC where ve is the expected value position and ve is the valu
position perceived to be attainable. Definition in these terms as
sumes that some order of quantitative measurement is possible
For example, Italian industrial workers were asked in 1955 wha
their monthly salaries were and what they thought they shoul
be; they received an average of $80 but expected $176. By com

parison, French workers received an average of $114 but though
-

" Maurice Zeitlin, Revolutionary Politics and the Cuban Working Class {Prin
ton: Princeton University Press, 1967), chap. 3.

# Bryant Wedge, “The Case Study of Student Political Violence: Brazil, 1
and Dominican Republic, 1965, World Politics, xx1 {January 1969), 183-206

# Data are from Hadley Cantiil, The Pattern of Human Concerns {New Bru
wick: Rutgers University Press, 19685), i187. See naotes to table 2.
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TABLE 2

Aspirational RD in Thirteen National Populations,
ca. 1960, and Magnitudes of Turmoil 1961-65

Rank Order of

Average Magnitude
Year of Units of Runk Order  of Turmozc[,
Country Survey? Deprivation" of RD 1961-65
nican
pubhr]. 1962 84 1 ‘11
4 1962 6.3 2
and 1962 5.6 3 11
il 1961 54 4 5
ena 1963 5.2 5.5 2
a 1962 52 55 g
ithppines 1959 5.1 7 5
goslavia 1962 5.0 8 E
an 1962 48 9
| 1962 4.:1{ igg g
E 1957 4, K
est Germany Lo o o >
ba 1960 3.6 13 10

nk-order correlation coefficient: .59 ¢

@ Representative cross-national samples reported i.n Ha.d]ey Cantril, The Pattefm
Human Concerns (New Brunswick: Rntgers University Press, 1963). ].jift?.(":
United States are excluded from this comparison on grounds ‘that ltR high
1s of turmoil in the 19605 were attributable to the segmeut-al RD of black ml;elr)r
s, which are inaccurately repres((lented in any sumfn'«gi national measure of .
5. for average deprivation units is 3.3, ,
n'I‘?m‘;e:\lrllrggg I:::I(:Ee?()f uniti, on an eleven-point ‘sca.le, between rels.pl:md?::)t:
e position at the time of the survey and their asplmfn_nna] valug Eﬂhll’;:‘)n, ‘ |;
1, 184. The upper and lower ends of the scale were a}nc]mred y as Lng eac
ndent to describe his hest lmssiblel and worst possible future; he then was
indicate his rank at the time of the interview. . o
ast:dlgﬁl:drt:visiim of data froin Gurr, “*A Causal Model pf Civil Stnfe.. The mlae'.:-
e of turnioil measure takes into account the pmpnrtmn_of population pifmué
g in turmoil such as demonstrations and Fots, the du:atl'on 9f tl}e eveint.sci and
proportional intensity. The relatively high level of deprwat.lon in Poland an
lavia relative to their magnitudes of turmoil may be a function of the coercive
es of their regimes.
a:)man's r,. The correlation is significant, for n= 13, at the .05 level

should have $170.2 If we equate vc with present wages anfl
th desired wages, the degree of RD for the Italian workers is
for the French workers .33. An individual worker who was
and had no prospects of other income or future employment
experience the maximum possible degn.ee.: of RD, 1.09.
calculations also can be used for value positions defined in
omous terms. For example, one could define a threshold on

ey Cantril, The Politics of Despair (New York: Collier Books, 1958, 1962),
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the status-value continuum and assign scores of 1 to individuals
and groups with more than the threshold value, 0 to those with
less. The only possible RD degree scores for separately-scored
groups are 0 and 1.0, but such scores can be averaged for any set
of individuals or groups.

An alternative operational definition of degree of deprivation is
that it is the difference between expected and attainable value
positions. For example, an ordinal scale could be devised for the
political participation value dimension, including as categories
“no participation” (0), “periodic voting with effective choices”
(3), “leadership of loecal political organization” (5), and “national
political leadership’ (8). An individual or set of individuals who
expected to attain the fifth-ranked condition but were able to at-
tain only the third would have a rank-difference degree of RD of
two, a rank difference that could be compared and averaged with
that of others.

Determinants of Intensity: Value Salience

Hypothesis 1D.2: The intensity of relative deprivation varies
strongly with the average salience of the value class with respect
to which discrepancy is experienced.

Hypothesis 1D.3: The intensity of relative deprivation varies
moderately with the proportion of value classes with respect
to which discrepaney is experienced,

The salience of a class of values for an individual is the strength
of his motivation to attain or maintain the desired value position.
The salience of a class of values for a collectivity is the average
strength of commitment to the desired value position. Salience
may be assessed in absolute terms or relative to motivation to other
values. The value hierarchy in a country whose population is on
the subsistence margin might be, in decreasing order of salience,
economic, security, communality, coherence, status, participation,
and self-realization values. In a modernizing, postcolonial society,
the power values of participation and security might be more sali-
ent than either welfare or interpersonal values. Generally, eco-
nomic values are likely to be most salient for most people. Spe-
cific class and functional groups, including politically active
groups, may have value hierarchies quite different frofn the larger
group, however. Thus, any empirical assessment of value saliences
should take into account the value hierarchies of a variety of sub-
populations, as well as the specific content and levels of their value
expectations.

The sense of hypothesis I1D.2 is that the more strongly people
66
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motivated toward a goal, or committed to the maintenancet of
attained level of values, the more shal"ply' thtlay resent lm s;
rence and the greater is the consequgnt instigation t(; v.u; en is.‘
owever, their response to RD affecting one cl'as.s o v:;.)utg.z: .
y determined by their capabilities for attalmngdSLl; s.lzjsi
atisfactions.2® For example, the intensity of RD cauls:e' ly ur]t i(::ri_
rence with a moderately salient value,.such as] po 1tu:(a1 ‘pa.urit
on, is likely to be reduced if mc_)re'sallent we _fare' an :'e{-‘fed t)(;
alues are increased as a result. Similarly, taxation is jus 1nc o
itizens on grounds that it is necessary for the mamtenl? (ﬁic
sécurity and communal valuels. [fl the net Eii}ifiztcite:f :\}?g ?::ti_.nzty o)i/:
roup's total value capa .
5 toise nrzzfliidi ?f Otﬁer value capabilities are reduced as well,
: i es' r . - ., .
H;/I;)tt?trlllsf:fis ID.3 refers to the “last straw’ rel?F]l(Ol;Shtlp,t :]I;crla::
erived from the preceding argument. Men are likely to

the loss of moderately important values if they can still attain

i i ith reference
es. But if they experience RD wi .
e st o o 11, deprivation affecting a

other value classes as we ;
Ti(::s(l); ==;Iz:tisﬁed value expectation \.vill stmnglyhmf:‘reell.semtzlgﬁ
tensity of RD. The psychological 'eVIdence for t i sat}:e ce
d “last straw” hypotheses is considerably better tlanH ?nblin
ence from studies of political viole.nce. lf'or example, Ha rblin
d others found that subjects working with a money lmce uve
sponded much more aggressively to Frustratlon tlldap ‘h_ose who
d no such incentive.® McNeil mentions five stu l'es in w ;;
bjects kept records of incidents that provoked thelr' anieezse ;
otives interfered with, and the nature of the frustr:]a.tmn en thé
Although diaries and lists of things that annoy peol:) e tz:m.n:n ot the
ost reliable form of evidence, it seems clear tbatF e: rotogan he
‘ve being frustrated, the gre?’tgr gll]‘ be t};:e] énzgjg:r;o;:) to an v
r aggressive response. raham
ﬁ;;czl a%ticks directed against subjects were 1‘1131.13 !:]\frle);b:;
duce strong aggressive reactions than were less direct,

ks.®8 )
Theories of political violence generally assume that revolutio
ical evidence on the substitutability of

i imi sycholo t
For a review of the limited psy gs, e e o G onflivt (New York:

goals, or values, see Aubrey |. Yate
ey, 1962), 76_77]1 83-84.
Hamblin and others. .
Eftgln 1};1 MeNeil, “Psychology and Aggression,

1959), 204-205. ) ) o ok and the
”!!-'l_ml:(_ Graham and others, “Aggression as a Function of the Attack an

i : 1 (October 1951), 512
C wal of Abnorinal and Social Psychology, Xl_,\! ( 'be
;f)?a{g:::; cun{plete review of the evidence see Berkowitz, 52-58

" journal of Conflict Resolution,
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occurs when men's most salient or fundamental values are threat-
ened, but analyses that identify value hierarchies or demonstrate
that the salience of particular values increases in prerevolutionary
situations are not common. Some of the influence of ideologies on
political violence can be attributed to the salience variable. The
articulation of nationalistic ideologies in colonial territories of
Asia and Africa in the first half of the twentieth century evidently
strengthened preexisting desires for political independence among
among the colonial bourgeoisie, at the same time that it inspired
quite a new set of political expectations among other groups.’
Similarly, it has been argued that the desire of the nineteenth-
century European factory worker for a better economic lot was in-
tensified as well as rationalized by Marxist teachings. It also is
likely that the civil rights movement in the United States in the
late 1950s and early 1960s had as much or more effect on the sali-

ence of black expectations of equality as it did on their relative
level.

THE RELATIVE SALIENCE OF VALUE CLASSES

1
Some revolutionary theorists suggest that a single class of;
values is salient for political violence, or at least for its revolu-
tionary facet. For Marx, of course, the underlying value is eco-
nomic, while Arendt attributes revolution to the repression of as-
pirations for freedom.* Monocausality is less common than pan-
causality, however. Edwards, Pettee, and Sorokin all suggest that
repression of any and all types of human values can lead to po-
litical violence.® The same approach is assumed in Lasswell and
Kaplan’s proposition that political stability is a function of dis-
parities in value distribution, though their discussion focuses on
economic and power values™ Ridker is concerned exclusively
with economic values, Aristotle with economic and power values.®
This analysis contends that RD with reference to any class o

¥ For example, see Rupert Emerson, From Empire to Nation {Cambridge: Har
vard University Press, 1960), especially chaps. 10 to 14; Thomas Hodgkin, Na
tionalism in Colonial Africa (New York: New York University Press, 1956, 1957);
and S. N. Eisenstadt, “Sociological Aspects of Political Development in Under
developed Countries,” Economic Development and Cultural Change, v {july
1957), 289-307.

* Hannah Arendt, On Revolution (New York: The Viking Press, 1963), 2 and
passim.

*George 8. Pettee, The Process of Revolution (New York: Harper, 1938}, 11;
Lyford P. Edwards, The Natural History of Revolution (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1927), 3-4; Pitirim A. Sorokin, The Sociology of Revolution (Phila-
delphia: Lippincott, 1925).

3 fasswell and Kaplan, 261-262.

M Ridker, passim; Aristotle, The Politics, Book V, chaps. v and w1,
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monly held welfare, power, or interpersonal values can lead

ive violence. .
'Ic‘(})mge}:;;\i,: factual question raised by these and many ()ther. inter-
etations is: Which classes of human values are lr.mst sa‘h{n:itll)n
at populations? Evidence for a universal answer is provide y
ults of Cantril’s cross-national survey of human cm?cern.s.
ople in twelve of the nations surveyed were asked four ques-

ns

— All of us want certain things out of life. When you th!nk ahout
what really matters in your own life, what are your wishes and
hopes for the future? '

—Now, taking the other side of the picture, what are your

3 X p
fears and woities about the future? s
—Now. what are your wishes and hopes for the future of ow

country? o -
—And what about your fears and worries for the future of our

country?

concerns or values expressed were classified, percentagjstlof
h type of response were tabu]at.ed for each L:ountry,l an ] Le
ntages for each class were weighted accordu.xg to the pop
on of each country. The results are rank ord.er.lngs of the pegg
and the national concerns of some 863 million people;ll 0
es of specific concerns were sufficiently common to I)le he c
at least four million people® A sevenfold typology derive
the classificatory scheme for values proposed in chaptt'ar
used to consolidate this data, with the results shown in
Ie::li.farial values are clearly of greatest concern to thg people of
world; nearly half of all values mentioned are of this ca;tegOI:l)]/,
ple hopes and fears about standards of llvu? g, health, Fe(, -
‘cal advances, economic stability, and owning a hoyae or
d. There is no substantial difference among nations in tl:ie
rtance of material values: at least 60 percenlit of the re.sl;on. -
in every country voiced personal economic hopes or ealii
nal economic hopes were the most commonly express.;e.
s in every nation, economic fears tl.xe most common ﬁi'ar; lln
xcept three Western nations in which people were slightly
concerned over their health® By far the most common
r value is security: fear of war was of concern to more -than
as many people as any other issue affecting their nations.

antril, questions 23, summary data by categories, 276-279.
bid., chaps. 4-8.
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TABLE 3
Value Concerns Among 863 Million Peopie in 12 Natious ca. 1960 #

Proportion of
all Personal
Concerns

Proportion of Proportion of

all National Total

Llass of Values Concerns Concerns
WELFARE VALUES

Economic 55% 35% 46%

Self-actualization 7 4 5

FPOWER VALUES

Participation <] 12 5
Security 5 37 20
INTERPERSONAL VALUES
Status 4 3 4
Communality 27 2 16
Ideational. coherence 2 7 4
Totals 100% 100% 100%

i From Cantril, 276-279, based on my classificition of 129 categories of per-
sonal and national concerns, The percentages refer to proportions of all concerns
mentioned by respondents, weighted by the population of country to permit sum-
mary comparison. The respondents represent twelve nations in which surveys were
conducted hetween 1957 and 1963: India, United States, Brazil, West Germany,

Nigeriz, Philippines, Egypt, Yugoslavia, Cuba. Dominican Bepublic, Tsrael, and
Panama.

Concerns here classified as expressions of participation values
included fears of dishonest or unrepresentative government and
hopes for continued or strengthened national independence. About
half of all interpersonal concerns relate to the family, notably to
children’s welfare and to family health and happiness. Other
communality values include desires to be useful to others, fears
of being alone, and hopes for better public health and social
security. Many status aspirations are probably represented in ex-
pressions classified as economic hopes or fears; specifically identi-
fiable status coucerns include hopes for acceptance by others,
hopes and fears about discrimination and inequality, and fears
of social injustice. Concerns classified as expressions of valua-
tion of coherent normative and belief systems include hopes for
resolution of religious or ethical problems; hopes for improved
sense of sncial and political respoosibility in the community; and
fears over the lack of moral or ethical standards in the community.

People may hold unarticulated values whose importance to
them hecomes evident only when they are threatened. It is also
likely that value hierarchies vary substantially among subgroups
of national populations; participation values, for example, are
prohably greater among political activists than among an entire
70
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national population. Nonetheless, it is plausible that the concerns
people express in response to unstructured questions_of the klm.is
asked in the Cantril survey indicate the relative salience of dif-
ferent classes of values within most large, heterogeneous {1.€. na-
tional} populations. On the basis of this data a corollary of hy-
pothesis 1D.2 is suggested:

Corollary 1D.2.1: In any heterogeneous population, t}u;: intensity
of relative deprivation is greatest with respect to dlscr.epancy
affecting economic values, less with respect to fSeCt.lrlty and
communality values, least with respect to participation, self-
realization, status, or iceational coherence values.

PROXIMITY OF A GOAL AND VALUE SALIENCE

Another relevant psychological relationship is the “goal-gradi-
ent” principle: the closer an organism is to a goal, the stronger the
tendency to approach the goal. An experimental stgdy by Haner
and Brown suggests its applicability to the questions of \lfalue
salience and aggression. Children played a game that was mtt‘ar—
rupted by a buzzer, to which they were ohliged to respond by st:::k-
ing a plunger that ended the game. The closer they were to ending
when the buzzer sounded, the harder they hit the plunger.. Berk-
owitz’s interpretation of this and several other stuc!ies is thgt
“frustration-induced emotinnal reactions appgrently increase in
strength the closer the persoo is to the goal of his activities, pre-
sumbably because the strength of the thwarted tfendency also in-
creases with nearness to this goal.”* This finding has counter-
parts in observations about political violence. Hoff_er is represepta-
tive of theorists who point out that “discontent is likely t‘? bhe high-
est when misery is bearable; when conditions lLiave so nlnprovgd
that an ideal state seems almost within reach. . . . The mFensﬂy
of discontent seems to he in inverse propurtion to the distance
from the object fervently desired.” * o

The amount of effort invested in attaining or maintaining a v:a?ue
position seems as relevant as the closeness of the desired position
itself, however. That is, if men have a relatively low value posi-
tion but have worked hard toward a high value pnsitiqn, and bg-
lieve that it is close at hand, the average intensity of drive, or sali-
ence, is high—almost certainly greater than if little eﬁqrt had bc?en
expended. A hypothetical native clerk who has studied and im-

l “Clarificati igation to Action Con-
#C. F. Haner and P. A Brown, “Clarification of the Instigation :
cept in the [:'1rustrationvAggression Hypothesis,” Journal of Abn?rmal and Secial
Psychology. L1 (September 1955). 204-206, discussed in Berkgmtz, 53-54.
» Eric Hoffer, The True Believer (New York: Harper, 1951), 27-28.
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